
 

 

Remember to 
PRAY 

for those on  
our Church Prayer List 

Readings for  
12-18-16 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 
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Wednesday Night Happenings 12-14-16 
The menu is shepherd’s pie, salad & dessert.   

$3 for kids and $5 for adults. 

Sunday School Rocks On!Sunday School Rocks On!Sunday School Rocks On!Sunday School Rocks On!    
 Children’s Sunday School continues in full 
swing Dec 11th and 18th, then takes a break 
until the new year, with start-up on Jan 8th. 
Remember to bring kids in time for Music at 
9:35 a.m. At  9:45 a.m., teachers will move the 
kids to their Bible Story in the preschool hall, 
across from bathrooms. K-1st grade and 2nd-

4th grade meet together for story, then divide with their 
teachers for crafts.  
10:30 a.m.— Parents pick up students in preschool hall. 
Middle School students meet their teachers downstairs in the 
Confirmation room for class at 9:35 a.m. 
 
A BIG THANK-YOU to all Sunday School teachers for children 
and youth. You are dedicated, gifted and appreciated for your 
work, which is so important! If you see a Sunday-School 
teacher headed for class, please stop and say ‘THANKS’! 

Cross & Crown Weekly News 12-11-16 

Advent Midweek Worship 
    Don’t miss singing Holden Evening Prayer on 
Advent Wednesdays. Worship begins at 6:45 p.m. 
and will finish by 7:15 p.m., with music rehearsals 
and Confirmation class following.  
     We heard a stunning “rap version” of the 

Apostles’ Creed the first Wednesday. Last Wednesday we heard 
an original poem and thoughts on God as creator and father. 
Come to “sing in the season” and to support our Confirmation 
students as they grow in faith and leadership.      

 Advent Midweek Worship 
Wednesdays, Dec. 14th, Dec. 21st   

6:45-7:15 p.m. 

     Investment in the kingdom of God is a difficult struggle to put the 
spiritual before the temporal. This struggle is  exemplified by our 
thoughts and activities in preparation for Christmas.  Our thoughts 
and actions are not always  focused on the birth of our Savior, rather, 
all that needs to get done before December 25th. 

     The Christmas message is an opportunity to invest in the future. 
Most of us will never be able to invest all that we have, perhaps be-
cause we lack faith. However with the   application of a little faith, we 
can make a proportionate investment in God’s kingdom and that pro-
portionate   offering will prove to be most fruitful. There are many    
opportunities to invest our time, talent and treasure in the kingdom 
of God, even if it is a simple gift of time spent in prayer, contemplating 
God’s love for us because He gave us the gift of His Son.  

Special Adult Sunday School Class for Advent!Special Adult Sunday School Class for Advent!Special Adult Sunday School Class for Advent!Special Adult Sunday School Class for Advent!    
Holiday Traditions from Around the WorldHoliday Traditions from Around the WorldHoliday Traditions from Around the WorldHoliday Traditions from Around the World 

Come hear about the beautiful and diverse holiday 
traditions of folks in your own congregation! 

December 11th- Germany  
December 18th- Africa This will be a class you won’t 
want to miss.  We are blessed to have a congregation 
from a wide variety of backgrounds.  Come meet them 
and learn more!    Vicar Brook 

Advent Sermon Series: Waiting RoomAdvent Sermon Series: Waiting RoomAdvent Sermon Series: Waiting RoomAdvent Sermon Series: Waiting Room    
          Waiting can be hard! Doctor’s offices, 

grocery store lines, traffic jams—but waiting is 
a fact of life and of the Advent season. We 
wait to sing carols, wait to decorate the tree, 
wait to open presents, wait for …… Santa Claus?  
(oops, for Jesus!)  

     This Advent we celebrate the waiting time, remembering 
that God has promised to deliver the Messiah right on time 
again this year. We trust that God will deliver on those other 
promises, too: forgiveness and new life and, at the end of all 
time, perfect peace for all.  
     This Advent, while we wait, we are remembering the 
promises God made through the prophet Isaiah.  Already the 
seeds of those good things are springing up all around us.  
We can be part of bringing those promises to life, right now!  
    Pastor Ginn & Vicar Brook 
 

Adult Sunday School 
Book of Faith— Studying the book of Acts 
Parlor class—Holiday Traditions from Around the World 
E100— 100 Essential Bible Stories 
All 3 classes are open to all adults and we would love to have you join us!  

 

New Year’s Eve Movie  

Marathon 
Join us in the Youth Room at 5:30 p.m.  New Year’s 

Eve!  All are invited. See three holiday movies:  
“”Christmas Lodge, “A Christmas Tree Miracle” and 
“Miracle on 34th Street” Then we will watch the 
annual New Year’s Eve celebration Live from New 

York!  (Bring heavy hors d’oeuvres to share.). 

 

 

Be sure to pick up your 2017 offering envelopes!   
They are on a table in the narthex. 

Cookies, Cookies, Cookies! 
Once again, we will be delivering containers of fresh baked 
cookies to our homebound members.  We will be boxing the 

cookies after the second service next Sunday, Dec. 18th.  You can 
help by baking a batch of cookies, boxing the cookies, or by delivering . 

Help Wanted:  

Milkman..... or woman needed to deliver 
milk and juice to COSKids in Matthews.   

 

One of our members, who teaches at Piney Grove Ele-
mentary in the Idlewild-WT Harris area, collects unused 
milk and juice cartons after school  breakfast, packs 

them and delivers to COSKids in Matthews, where she picks up an 
empty cooler to use the next day.  
     Could YOU be a partner in that job? Pick up the full cooler, deliver it 
to COSKids, and deliver the empty cooler to prearranged  drop-off 
place? 
      You could take on this project every day or choose your days. Some 
muscle may be needed to lift and load the full cooler. An hour of your 
day could provide milk for as many as 75 kids--that's a big payoff!  
Contact the church office if you can help 704-874-5967. 

COSKids: Up Close and Personal 
 

     Meet Joe Snider.  In last year’s COSKids 
Single Parents’ Group there were 40 ladies 
and only 4 guys, so Joe led a Bible Study for 
those men. As Joe became more attached to 

the COSKids ministry, he was invited to join the organization’s Board, 
where he continues to be an advocate and ambassador for the single 
parents.  
     You may have heard Joe speak at last Fall’s Oktoberfest at Cross and 
Crown, which was a Men’s Group fundraiser for COSKids. He will be with 
us again this Sunday, in worship, to speak of the ways he has seen God at 
work through this  wonderful ministry.  
      Please be in worship to hear Joe’s story and catch the excitement of 
COSKids. Let’s commit to  walking hand-in-hand with 
COSKids in 2017. Together we can make good things hap-
pen for families in our very own community of  Matthews. 
     I can’t wait! 
  Pastor Ginn  


