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Wednesday Night Happenings 12-21-16 The menu is meatball  
stroganoff, noodles, green beans, salad rolls & Dessert.  

$3 for kids and $5 for adults. 

Sunday School Rocks On!Sunday School Rocks On!Sunday School Rocks On!Sunday School Rocks On!    
 Children’s Sunday School continues in full swing this 
Sunday, then takes a break until the new year, with start-
up on Jan 8th. Remember to bring kids in time for Music 
at 9:35 a.m. At  9:45 a.m., teachers will move the kids to 
their Bible Story in the preschool hall, across from 

bathrooms. K-1st grade and 2nd-4th grade meet together for story, then 
divide with their teachers for crafts.  10:30 a.m.— Parents pick up 
students in preschool hall. Middle School students meet their teachers 
downstairs in the Confirmation room for class at 9:35 a.m. 
 

A BIG THANK-YOU to all Sunday School teachers for children and 
youth. They are dedicated, passionate and patient!  If you see a 
Sunday-School teacher headed for class, please stop and say 
‘THANKS’! 

Cross & Crown Weekly News 12-18-16 

DECEMBER COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHURCH 

 
As we count down to Christmas, great excitement prevails 
around gifts and The Gift.  Here are a few wonderful             

reminders to savor during this most precious Season… 
 Yesterday's the past, tomorrow's the future, but today  
     is a gift. That's why it's called the present. - Bil Keane 
 

 God gave us the gift of life; it is up to us to give ourselves                 
 the gift of living well. -Voltaire 
 

 Your talent is God's gift to you. What you do with it is   
your gift back to God. -Leo Buscaglia 

 

God never gives someone a gift they are not capable of   
      receiving. If he gives us the gift of Christmas, it is  
       because we all have the ability to understand and  
       receive it. -Pope Francis 
 

Jesus is God's perfect gift to us. Our response to this Gift and 
His presence is our gift to him. May we share this Gift with   
others through His presence in us, always.                                                    
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!!      

This Sunday concludes our  
"Holiday Traditions from Around the World” "Holiday Traditions from Around the World” "Holiday Traditions from Around the World” "Holiday Traditions from Around the World” 

Adult Sunday School class.  Join us to learn more 
about the Christmas traditions from Africa.  It’s 

certain to be one you won’t want to miss! 

  Advent Waiting: Sundays and WednesdaysAdvent Waiting: Sundays and WednesdaysAdvent Waiting: Sundays and WednesdaysAdvent Waiting: Sundays and Wednesdays    
     

     On this year’s Advent Sundays, as we have waited 
for the Christ, we’ve remembered the promises God 
made through the prophet Isaiah. We’ve noticed signs 
of the good things Isaiah names springing up around 
us: signs of peace, signs of God’s work writing a new 

story in our lives, signs of growth in dry places and lives, and signs of 
God’s faithfulness as we trust God’s promises. We’ve named ways in 
which we can be part of bringing those promises to life.  
     At our midweek Advent services, to the lovely music of Holden Eve-
ning Prayer, we have watched God’s promises come to life in our Con-
firmation students. They and their mentors have shared with us their 
ideas about The Apostles’ Creed, our every-Sunday statement of faith. 
We’ve been amazed at their insight, their faith, and their confidence in 
speaking loud and strong in front of us.    
     At our last midweek service this Wednesday, 12/21, we’ll have one 
last chance to sing Holden Evening Prayer this season. And we will 
hear the story of Christmas told in a very different way, through the 
eyes of the one who set creation into motion and is still at work among 
us. Don’t miss it! 
      God has promised to deliver on the best promise of all, right on 
time. Join us on Christmas Eve and Christmas morning to welcome the 
Christ child!   

Adult Sunday School 
Book of Faith— Studying the book of Acts 
Parlor class—Holiday Traditions from Around the World 
E100— 100 Essential Bible Stories 
All 3 classes are open to all adults and we would love to have you join us!  

Be sure to pick up your 2017 offering envelopes!   
They are on a table in the narthex. 

ATTENTION!  MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25TH, WE WILL HAVE ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10 a.m., 

A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS.  JOIN US TO HEAR THE WORD, RECEIVE THE LIFE-GIVING BREAD AND WINE,  
AND SING CAROLS OF THE SEASON. 

Help Wanted:  

Milkman..... or woman needed to deliver milk 
and juice to COSKids in Matthews.   

 Our member who teaches at Piney Grove    
Elementary in the Idlewild-WT Harris area, collects 
unused milk and juice cartons after school      

breakfast, packs them and delivers to COSKids in Matthews, 
where she picks up an empty cooler to use the next day.  
     Could YOU be a partner in that job? Pick up the full cooler,     
deliver it to COSKids, and deliver the empty cooler to an agreed 
upon drop-off place.  
     You could take on this project every day or choose your days. 
Some muscle may be needed to lift and load the full cooler. An 
hour of your day could provide milk for as many as 75 kids--
that's a big payoff!   Contact the church office if you can help.  

New Year’s Eve Movie Marathon 

Join us in the Youth Room at 5:30 p.m. New Year’s Eve!  All 
are invited. See three holiday movies:  “”Christmas Lodge, 
“A  Christmas Tree Miracle” and “Miracle on 34th Street” 
Then we will watch the annual New Year’s Eve celebration 
Live from New York!  (Bring heavy hors d’oeuvres to share.) 

RSVP to office@crossandcrown.org. 

        Start the new year right…. 
…..by "unbinding your heart." Experience 7 
weeks of prayer, faith sharing, and small group 
conversation, all in a confidential and comfort-

able setting...and with a meal. New Unbinding Your Heart groups 
will be formed early in 2017. Stay tuned for more specifics, and 
contact the church office for information.  

Christmas Eve for Kids 
     Both Christmas Eve services this year  
(5 and 9 p.m.) will be filled with candlelight and music, 
along with joyous celebration of Jesus’ birth.  
     But if you have young children, you may find the 
5:00 p.m. service more kid-friendly and relaxed.  
Special features for kids include an invitation to bring 

in parts of the manger scene as worship begins, an interactive 
children’s message, and prayers that are just right for them.   
 The 5:00 service: a bit noisier, a bit more relaxed, kind of 
like life with kids. See you there! 

SPECIAL THANKS to our Mentors and           

Confirmation students in their work                        

on The Apostles’ Creed.  

•  Council elected a new President, Vice President, and Secre-
tary. Our current treasurer will serve again this year. 

• Thank you to the outgoing members of Council for their hard work. 
• Prayers and thanks for the new leaders of our Council. 
• Thanks to all who helped for their extra effort in organizing Hanging of 

the Green. 
• Thanks for our music director, our choir, and all of our musicians for 

their gift of music. 
• Thanks to a member, our property elf, who fixed the downstairs boys' 

 bathroom toilet. 
• Thanks to a member for her faithful service to our children. 
• As always, thanks to all who work with our children - Sunday school, 

 Creation Station, Children's Message, Nursery, etc. 

Thank you to our member guest organist for 
her beautiful gift of music today. 

Sunday, Dec. 25th—Christmas Day 

One Worship Service at 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 28th—NO WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT HAPPENINGS 


