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CONGREGATION NOTICE 
   

Annual Meeting November 8th, 2020 
 

The Nominating Committee has nominated the following members to serve on 
the Congregation Council for a two-year term beginning in  
January 2021:  
 *Cory Ansel        *Bruce Aspinwall         *Annette Downey 
 *Elizabeth McCollom      *Allison Muzevich        *Jeremy Pollard 
*Janet Foster (to serve the final year of Dan Gaugler’s 2-yr term) 
  
The Nominating Committee has nominated the following members to serve on 
the Nominating Committee for a one year term beginning  
January 2021: 
 *Jeff Bratschie      *Shelly Clark           *Brian Deppe 
 *Sonia Moore      *Mary Phelps                *Adele Spil 
Additionally, any member of the congregation is allowed to stand for election.  
Written notice of an at-large nomination must be signed by the nominee and 
sent to Barbara Maillet prior to October 8, 2020.  

We Interrupt this football game to bring you 

the... 
 

 

 
 

Now we realize that the Panthers play at 1 p.m., but 

can’t you pause the game to join us for this important 

meeting that we have only once a year???  Join with 

Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88461409626  

https://youtu.be/-8fgwRoBFhU  

If you miss the live stream, watch your email for the new link to the edited version to be sent out later in the day. 

 Approved to accept the 2020 confirmands into membership. 

 Jeff Bratschie sanitized the sanctuary for our indoor worship. 

 Council reviewed the proposed spending plan for 2021 to get 

it ready to present to the church. 

Honor the Saints in Our Lives 

     This Sunday is All Saints Sunday, a special day in the 

life of the church when we remember and honor the 

saints who have gone before us.  It’s our tradition in 

our All Saints worship services to name aloud those in 

our congregation who have died during the year, but 

also celebrate those who have been baptized.  We 

also create a space for you to commemorate the 

saints in your life by lighting a candle in their honor.   

While All Saints Sunday is typically focused on the loss 

of special individuals in our lives, it’s also a time to 

acknowledge loss in all of its forms, and to invite God 

into this experience.  We hope you’ll join us either in 

person or via livestream for this holy service.  If you 

plan to watch the live stream at home, why not have 

a candle handy to light during the prayers of the 

church. 

Bring Your Bibles 
We recognize the importance of God's 

Word not only in our lives of faith but also 
in our worship services. Since we have 

temporarily removed the hymnals and pew Bibles for 
safety reasons, we encourage you to bring your own 
bible for use in worship. In the event you don't have 
one, we will also have some available for you to use 

and to keep. Thank you for your patience and                       
flexibility as we navigate this new terrain!  

Welcome Back! 
The Handbell Choir will play at our 

10:45 a.m. worship service this           
Sunday.  They will play a prelude 

piece for our All Saints Sunday, and 
bells will ring during the prayer when 

names will be mentioned of those who 
have died this past year, and those who were      

baptized. We welcome their presence and             
offering of music. 

New Confirmation Class 
      Welcome to the members of Cross & 
Crown's newest Confirmation Class! We 
invite your prayers as we embark on this 

exciting faith journey.  Here are the names of this year's class: 
 
 

Jeremiah Talley, Nathaniel Talley, Jackson O'Donoghue, Joe 
Bratchie, Maizie Seaford, Lauren Seaford 
Grace Couturier, Abby Amick, Jillian Konieczynski 
 

     This Sunday we are joining the confirmation students from 

Morning Star Lutheran for an Interactive Walk Through the 
Lord's Prayer at Purser Hulsey Park in Matthews.  We will walk 
through interactive stations featuring music, pictures, and    
other senses to more deeply engage in this holy prayer.  Should 
be a fun and meaningful experience! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88461409626
https://youtu.be/-8fgwRoBFhU


Table Talk This Wednesday 
What’s in a Name?   

“What’s in a name?” Juliet asks Romeo. “A rose by 
any other name would smell as sweet.” Their 
names were a big problem for Romeo and Juliet, carrying the 
names of rival families. But for most of us, names are not so much a 
problem as an anchor-to our past and our family connections. Join 
us Wednesday, Nov. 4th, at 5:30 p.m., for the weekly Table Talk. 
We’ll talk about how we got our names or what they mean. Or 
maybe why we gave our children their names. Have you always 
loved your name? Hated it? Have you ever been known by your 
middle name or a nickname? Bring your memories to the table and 
we’ll enjoy learning more about you as you share them. Or if this is 
your first time at Table Talk, maybe you’d rather pull up a chair just 
to listen. There’s always a place for you at the table! Zoom in with 
this link:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88516719118 
“See” you Wednesday! 
PG 

Word at Lunch Zooms! 
Word at Lunch is meeting via Zoom call each week.  Now is 
your time to try it if you haven't attended before!  No need 
to sign up in advance.  Join the call at noon on Thursdays.  
Make sure you have downloaded Zoom and paste this link 

into your browser to join next Thursday’s gathering:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81708981937  
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BUILDING PROTOCOLS 
 With our staff continuing to work at home, our church     

building remains locked during most of the day. If you should 
need be in the building, please remember to wear a mask.  It 

is for your safety and the safety of others.  We have also            
added a sign-in station with hand sanitizer and sign-in  ins         

ructions. For Insurance purposes, we need to know who enters 
the building and when, so please comply. Even if you have a 

building key, we ask that you use only the main entrance. 
Watch for further details about building protocols from our 

Regathering Task Force.  

Middle Grades Sunday School 
Teacher Needed 

Have you been looking for a way to help 
the children of the church?  We are in 

need of a volunteer to teach our middle school Sunday 
school class.  We hope to have a mix of virtual and in person 

meetings.   

Poinsettias for Christmas 
On All Saints Day why not remember or 
honor a saint in your life by purchasing a 

poinsettia for Christmas Eve.  COVID                                         
restrictions are slowly easing and in person 
worship is resuming.  We have much to reflect on during 2020 

and much to be thankful for.  So celebrate with us and buy a 
pink, white, or red poinsettia to decorate the sanctuary for the       
Christmas Eve services.  They are 6 ½ “plants. The cost remains 

the same as the last 2 years - $12.  The growers have set an early 
deadline again this year-November 22nd! Now is the time to 
order!!!  Click on the button in the email blast to download a 

form, and return it to the church.   Order forms are due the 
Sunday before Thanksgiving – November 22nd.  

Alzheimer's is relentless, but SO ARE WE. Donate to 
the Cross and Crown Team through Dec. 31st. Click 

here: act.alz.org/goto/TeamCrossandCrown  or 
write a check to Alzheimer's Association and leave 

in the O'Donoghue's mailbox. You will                          
receive confirmation of receipt from the Association. Keep               

Walking! We are 40% to our goal of $1,000.  

On Sunday, October 25th our new         

Confirmation class (Joe Bratchie, Maizie 

Seaford, Lauren Seaford, Jeremiah           

Talley, Jackson O'Donoghue) with a         

little help from recent confirmands            

Caroline Seaford and Sarah Bratchie, 

assembled 240 treat bags for the Community                

Drive-Thru Trick-or-Treat on Oct. 31st.  We had over 

3000+ pieces of candy donated.  THANK YOU!!!  

      
 
 
 

Will Krauss  Nov. 1 Annette Downey Nov. 2 

Imani Henderson-Freeman  Nov. 3 Judy Hughes Nov. 3 

Dennis Logerquist  Nov. 3 Marilyn Vernocy Nov. 3 

Sue Papacharalambous Nov. 4 Rosemary Bernauer Nov. 4 

Barbara Maillet  Nov. 6 

Greetings from your Community Care Committee! 
While we all recognize the need to support food drives 

for our community members in need during these          
unprecedented times, let’s not forget our furever, furry, 

friends!  Foster dogs at S.A.F.E. Animal Haven are in need 
of your help. Would you consider a donation to help our furry 

friends? You can bring your items to the church narthex or send an        
e-mail to Barbara Maillet or Sue Papacharalambous to arrange                   

for a pick-up. 
Items needed the most include the following: 
Puppy Pads  Greenies (Any Size)     Benebones 
Paper Towels  Gift Cards                  Nylabones 
Non-toxic all purpose cleaners    Pill Pockets 

Soft or Hard Treats Made in the USA (Any Size)                                      
We will collect these items through the end of November.                   

Please consider helping out man’s (and woman’s) best friends!! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88516719118
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81708981937
https://meet.google.com/linkredirect?authuser=0&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fact.alz.org%2Fgoto%2FTeamCrossandCrown


 

 

“All Saints” are invited to join the Book of Faith Sunday 
School class for a new beginning in the study of Genesis 

starting this Sunday from 9:30 – 10:30!  Explore the          
relevance of God’s Word in your life in historical, literary, 
Lutheran and devotional contexts.  Discover the richness 

of God’s love in Biblical proportions! 
Please contact Susan by noon on Saturday, October 31 to 
ensure access information.  Come, see and taste that the 

Lord is good and His mercy endures forever! 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS      

We are two-thirds of our way  to our financial 
goal of $300,000 with $216,561 in pledges 
received for the General Fund and $11,808 
pledged toward mortgage reduction.  Thus far, 
we have received 55 pledges and are looking 
for the congregation’s FULL participation. 

Let's work to shake our 2020 COVID-19 blues and start 2021 on a 
hopeful note.  Despite these difficult times, God is with us and          
continues to bless us. 

     For those who have already submitted your pledges, we thank 
you.  If you haven't pledged yet, please email Garry Rudolph 
at his confidential email address-treasurer@crossandcrown.org, or if 
you prefer, you may return your pledge by mail. 

Stay Safe! 
The Stewardship Committee  

National Prayer Service 
On the eve of one of the most impassioned and divisive         
elections, there are growing fears that whoever wins, the         

outcome will further divide our nation and cause even more 
intense conflict within families and churches.  As faithful               

Christians, we cling to Jeremiah 29:7, which calls us to our          
baptismal vocation of energetic civic engagement so everyone 
benefits from good government.  On Sunday, November 1st at 
4 p.m., ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will join other        
religious leaders for “Holding On to Hope,” a national prayer 
service at the National Cathedral in Washington, DC.  All are 

invited to participate. Read the full message from Bishop 
Eaton at https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8075.  A full version 

of the ELCA Social Statement, "Government & Civic                   
Engagement," can be found here https://download.elca.org/

ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/
Government_and_Civic_Engagement_Social_Message.pdf.  

 

To join in on the National Prayer Service,             
use this link: 

Holding On to Hope National Prayer Service  

Children’s Sunday School will meet NOT meet this week.  
We will meet next week hopefully in person and outside.  

Watch for more details in next week’s newsletter. 
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Be Still & Know - a Contemplative Prayer 

group will meet via Zoom Sunday, Nov. 1, from 

1:00 until 2:15 p.m. This is an opportunity to 

learn and practice centering prayer and sit in 

silence so as to be more open to God's Spirit.                           

New participants are welcome.  To join the call go 

to: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88251792549  

The Rotary Club of Matthews proudly 
presents our 30th Annual Veteran’s 

Day Celebration Luncheon on               
Monday, November 9th from Noon-       
1 p.m. at the Levine Senior Center in 

Matthews.  In light of COVID, this year will be a Drive-Thru 
event.  Each veteran will receive a boxed lunch and a special 

gift.   If you or a loved one are a veteran and are interested in 
participating, please email Pastor Brook by FRIDAY,                           

NOVEMBER 6th at pastorbrook@crossandcrown.org   or RSVP 
to the Levine Center at  704-846-4654. 

Dear Members of Cross and Crown Lutheran Church, 
 

As we plan for our upcoming annual meeting on            
November 8, 2020, we are working on finalizing our 2021 
Spending Plan.  We will all be eager to have 2020 and 
COVID-19 behind us.  Nothing about 2020 has been normal 
as we have been forced to spend much of the year apart from 
one another, unable to worship in person, and unable to sing 
as we Lutherans so very much like to do.   

Despite all that is not normal about this past year, as a 
congregation we have much for which to be thankful, and 
have done our best to maintain our sense of Christian              
community and connectivity through our online worship        
services, parking lot communion, and outdoor worship           
services.  The world may challenge us, but God gives us the 
hope and resiliency to adapt.  And adapt we have. 

Through all these changes, one thing that remains a           
constant is the need to maintain our giving to promote the 
church’s ministries and maintain its facilities.  It is critical 
that we continue to generously give of our finances.  To the 
extent you have been financially impacted by COVID-19, we 
understand.  To the extent you can continue to give, please do 
so.  Please consider setting up your giving electronically 
through online banking or other means.  Every contribution 
matters. 

Please know that the leadership of the congregation is 
working hard to ensure that our resources are used in a            
fiscally responsible manner as we navigate this unique time in 
our congregation’s life.   Trusting in the Lord, we pray that 
we will once again be together in worship. 

Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord.  
Psalm 4:5 

In Christ, 
Your Stewardship Committee 

mailto:treasurer@crossandcrown.org
mailto:treasurer@crossandcrown.org
https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/presiding-bishop-elizabeth-eaton/
https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8075
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Government_and_Civic_Engagement_Social_Message.pdf
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Government_and_Civic_Engagement_Social_Message.pdf
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Government_and_Civic_Engagement_Social_Message.pdf
https://episcopalchurch.org/holding-hope
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88251792549
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