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Poinsettia Orders Due by Sunday! 

Celebrate with us and buy a pink, white, or 

red poinsettia to decorate the sanctuary for 

the Christmas Eve services.  They are 6½ inch 

plants. The cost remains the same as the last 2 years - $12.  

Now is the time to order!!!  Click on the button in the email 

blast to download a form, and return it to the church.  Forms 

can be mailed to the church or dropped off on M, W, F        

between 2-3 p.m.  Forms are also available on Sunday              

mornings.    

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE      

We are 3/4 of the way to our financial goal 
of $300,000 with $247,501 in pledges received for 
the General Fund and $13,188 pledged toward            
mortgage reduction.  Thus far, we have received 67 

pledges and are looking for the congregation’s FULL participation. 
Let's work to shake our 2020 COVID-19 blues and start 2021 on a 
hopeful note.  Despite these difficult times, God is with us and                  
continues to bless us. 

     For those who have already submitted your pledges, we thank 
you.  If you haven't pledged yet, please email Garry Rudolph 
at his confidential email address-treasurer@crossandcrown.org.  You 
may also mail you pledge to the church, or drop it off when LeAnne is 
in the office on M,W,F from 2-3 p.m. 

Stay Safe! 
The Stewardship Committee  

https://youtu.be/JBxwLtwFwbw  

If you miss the live stream, watch your email for the new link to the edited version to be sent out. 

Children's Sunday school will meet this              
Sunday.  Come for story time, crafts, and          

music.  We will be meeting outside so dress 
appropriately.  Also, families who are not able 

to attend, be on the lookout for an email about how you can 
take part in helping with Christmas cards and decorations.  

"Why Can't We Sing?" 

      Singing is, and always will be, a 
joyous, meaningful part of           
worship. Lutherans especially enjoy 
singing! Our hymns not only have 
beautiful melodies but poetic and 

meaningful lyrics, too.   

Unfortunately, the consensus within the public health            
community is that singing—even with masks—remains unsafe for 
now. Singing generates far more aerosols and at a greater force 
than regular speaking, and masks, although helpful, don't fully 
stop those aerosols from  being released into the air. As a result, 
your worship team will continue to generate creative ways to 
incorporate music into our services until we are able to                      
safely sing together again.  

For now, read the lyrics while the hymn is played to                   
appreciate the story and message that is being told there. And if 
you’re watching and worshiping from home, sing loud and 
proud!  

Your Regathering Team & Pastors 

DONATIONS NEEDED! 
Cross & Crown is once again participating in 

the Matthews Help Center  
" Matthews Gives Back Collection Drive." 

We need new, unwrapped toys for children  
ages 1-12 and gift cards for 13-18 year olds 

from Dick's, Academy Sports, Target, 
Walmart, Game Stop, etc. Items may be 
dropped off in the narthex until Sunday,              

December 6th.  LeAnne is at church on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 2-3 p.m. for you to drop off your donations. 

You may also drop items off on Sunday mornings. 

Always Ask First... 

We are currently limiting small group meetings 

to the Fellowship Hall, provided they socially 

distance and wear masks. 

In order to prevent overlapping or exceeding our capacity, 

please secure approval for your meeting from a pastor in 

advance and then confirm with LeAnne so she has it on the 

calendar. Thank you! 

StoryCorps After-Christmas Special!  

We’re meeting long before Christmas, on Nov. 24th. 
But the StoryCorps group is planning a surprise for the 
Sunday AFTER Christmas that you won’t want to miss! On 
Nov. 24th at 6:30 p.m., we’ll practice our presentation and 
work on choreography. Cory and Audrey Ansel will star in 
this after-Christmas surprise, with the supporting                 
StoryCorps cast cheering in the background. So put Dec. 
27th worship at C&C on your calendar and hold on for          
further details.  

Advent Is Coming! 

     The sudden coming of the Son of Man, 
the surprising voice in the wilderness from 
an unconventional prophet, a Messiah         
unlike any expected, and a startling visit 
from an angel with a surprising                             

announcement—all point to the surprising grace of God. 

This year has been like no other, but despite all the hardships, 
setbacks, loss, and sacrifice, God has continued to offer grace upon 
grace and often in the most surprising of ways. As we anticipate the 
arrival of our Savior at Christmas, let's acknowledge, and even             
celebrate, those surprising moments of grace. Let’s contemplate what 
they teach us about the character of God and what that means for us 
as people of faith.  

The season of Advent starts Sunday, November 29th.  Join us 
each Sunday, in person or from home, and explore with us the 
"Surprising Grace of God."   

New Council Members & Nominating Committee Elected 
 
At the Annual Meeting on November 8th, the following members were 
elected.  
Congregation Council for a two-year term beginning in January 2021:  
 *Cory Ansel                  *Bruce Aspinwall          *Annette Downey 
 *Elizabeth McCollom      *Allison Muzevich        *Jeremy Pollard 
*Janet Foster (to serve the final year of Dan Gaugler’s 2-yr term) 
 
Nominating Committee for a one year term beginning January 2021: 
 *Jeff Bratschie      *Shelly Clark           *Brian Deppe 
 *Sonia Moore      *Mary Phelps                *Adele Spil 
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Word at Lunch Zooms! 
Word at Lunch is meeting via Zoom call each week.  Now is 
your time to try it if you haven't attended before!  No need 
to sign up in advance.  Join the call at noon on Thursdays.  
Make sure you have downloaded Zoom and paste this link 

into your browser to join next Thursday’s gathering:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81708981937  
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BUILDING PROTOCOLS 
 With our staff continuing to work at home, our church   

building remains locked during most of the day. If you should 
need be in the building, please remember to wear a mask.  It 
is for your safety and the safety of others.  We have also have 
a sign-in station with hand sanitizer and sign-in  instructions. 

For Insurance purposes, we need to know who enters the 
building and when, so please comply. Even if you have a 

building key, we ask that you use only the main entrance.  

Table Talk This Wednesday 
The Best Childhood ‘Reads’ 

What book did you love as a child? One that 
mom or dad read to you at night before bed? Or 

a favorite fantasy or mystery? Or a child’s book of poems? If you 
can’t remember that far back, you might think of a storybook 

you’ve loved reading to your own children. Maybe you even saved 
one special childhood book to share with your own children! Tell us 
all about it on Wednesday afternoon. Pull up a chair at our virtual 
table Nov. 25th at 5:30 p.m. Whether you’re a first timer or a Table 

Talk regular, we’ll save a place for you!  
Zoom in with this link:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88516719118 
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With the holidays upon us…  Don't forget when you're           

making purchases on Amazon, go through Amazon Smile and 

select Cross & Crown Lutheran Church.  We receive a               

percentage of purchases!  It’s so simple to sign up! Go to    

    www.smile.amazon.com to learn more about it.  

Wellness Ministry at Cross & Crown 
 

   The Health Ministry Team of Cross and Crown is passing 
along information which is relevant to patients and team              
members of Atrium Health. The intent is to learn more 
about how COVID-19 spreads as one aspect of getting ahead 
of this virus, and learning approaches to containing the spread. 
We are aware that, even with a vaccine on the horizon,                   
learning all we can about the way the COVID-19 virus spreads 
would help with both this situation and the possibility of similar 
situations in the future.  
 

  Atrium Health is working with the US Dept. of Health and          
Human Services, and other large health systems in a               
community study to learn more of how the disease is                
spreading. An online survey is involved, and some participants 
may be asked to complete an at-home test kit for antibodies.  
 

This is a study only.  Here is the link for more information and 
access to participating in the study: 
https://atriumhealth.org/about-us/coronavirus/covid-19-
community-research-partnership.      
 

You may also call Atrium at 704-468-8886. 

Lost Necklace 
One of the poll workers from this past election day 

lost her white gold cross and chain while volunteering.  
If anyone finds it, please contact Pastor Brook.  

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY ROADSIDE CLEAN-UP 
Help with the next Roadside Clean-Up on Saturday, DECEMBER 5TH   

beginning at 8:45 a.m. and finishing about 10:30 a.m.   
Everyone is qualified to help with this community project!   

Bring gloves, appropriate clothing for being outside, and a desire to 
make a difference!  We will follow Social Distancing Guidelines! 

Please contact Gordon Miller with any questions. 

Charles and I would like to thank everyone for the flowers, food and 
cards received during the past few weeks.  We feel so blessed to be 
part of this wonderful church family.   
Thank you, Pat Dickerson 

Join us for Camp Agapé's 3rd Annual 5K, Run & Walk on         

November 20th - 30th to benefit the Agapé Center for                     

Environmental Education (ACE Ed) program. This year, our 3rd 

annual Race for ACE will be our first COMPLETELY VIRTUAL 

event! Everyone who registers can participate from the safety of 

home, in their neighborhood, or even on the mapped out 5K 

course at Camp Agapé!   

Every Race for ACE participant will receive a T-shirt, Medallion, and 
a Finisher Certificate.  

RACE ENTRY FEES:  Adults 13 & older:  $35,  12 & under:  $20 
REGISTER at https://www.racersignup.com/agape-5k-2020/  

Bethlehem, a city that depends totally on pilgrims and tourists, 
has seen a great financial strain in the past 8 months.  A                   

website has been started called www.touch-grace.com where 
you can purchase gifts from the Holy Land and bring joy to 
many homes in Bethlehem.  You can use the discount code 

gracesa2020 to receive a 10% discount.  
Pastor Brook  

Experience a Live Nativity at Matthews 
United Methodist!   

The event will support Roof Above & Common 
Heart, two local organizations.  

Requested items listed 
at MatthewsUMC.org but not required.  

The Event is open to all & free! 
For more information go to : 
Website: https://www.matthewsumc.org/events/bethlehem/ 
Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/
events/1067588176998542/ 
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Weekly Calendar  
 

Sunday, Nov. 22- Worship Services at  8:15 & 10:45 a.m.   
  Available via livestream on YouTube 
  at 10:45 a.m. 
  9:30 a.m. Book of Faith Sunday  
  School Class 
Tuesday, Nov. 24- 6:30 p.m. StoryCorps via Zoom 
   7 p.m. Boy Scouts   
Wednesday, Nov. 25- 5:30 p.m. Table Talk 
  (See pg. 2 for Zoom link) 

Don’t forget 
about our  

    Facebook 
page!  Check it 
out for all the 

latest news at C&C! 
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Have something that might brighten someone’s 
day?  Submit it to Pastor Brook  at  

pastorbrook@crossandcrown.org or  
LeAnne at office@crosssandcrown.org.  

Alzheimer's is relentless, but SO ARE WE. Consider 
making a donation on behalf of caregivers everywhere 
for National Caregivers Month to the Cross and Crown 

Team. Click here: act.alz.org/goto/
TeamCrossandCrown  or write a check to Alzheimer's 
Association and leave in the O'Donoghue's mailbox. 

You will receive confirmation of receipt from the Association. Keep 
Walking! We've raised $430 this year. Thank you! 

Don’t forget that we are still collecting items for 
S.A.F.E. Animal Haven through the end of                          

November.  Here is a list of items most needed:  
Puppy Pads, Greenies (Any Size), Benebones, Paper           
Towels,  Gift Cards, Nylabones, Non-toxic all purpose 
cleaners,  Pill Pockets, Soft or Hard Treats Made in  

     the USA (Any Size)                                       
Please consider helping out man’s (and woman’s) best friends!! 

Thank you to all who signed up to donate gifts 
to the family that we have adopted this                 

Christmas.  Thanks to your generous                     
donations, we have filled all the gift donation 
slots available.   There is still room to donate 

Christmas decorations if you would like.               
Go to https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/8050E48A8AA2AA5FD0-adoptafamily to sign up. 

2021 Spending Plan Adjustments 

In order to incorporate feedback received during and after the 
2020 annual meeting, the Executive Team and Congregation 
Council reviewed the anticipated 2021 spending plan and 
made a few adjustments.  We want to emphasize that your 
feedback is very important to us, especially this year with our 
new approach to the spending plan.  

 The spending plan adjustments include: 

  A commitment of $1,025 per month to the N.C. Synod 
Mission Support (Benevolence) with the intent to revisit 
the amount at the end of first quarter 2021. In fact, a        
motion was made and unanimously approved to set time 
aside at the March meeting to review our commitment. 
The hope is the amount can be increased at this time, 
depending on available resources.  A commitment of 
$1,025 per month is 2/3rds of our 2019 commitment and 
we are hoping we can return to 100% as we (the Church, 
individually, as a community/nation) all collectively          
recover from the impact COVID-19 has had. 

 Removed the $500 for Parish Nurse ministries. 

 Adjusted spending amounts for VBS, youth Sunday 
School, and automobile allowance. 

300 Pineville Matthews Rd.  Matthews, NC  28105  ● 704-847-5967  ●  www.crossandcrown.org 
Office hours: Monday—Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Email:  office@crossandcrown.org     
Senior Pastor Jennifer Ginn:  Email:  pastor@crossandcrown.org  Cell Phone:  704-213-9973 
Pastor Brook Seaford:  Email:  pastorbrook@crossandcrown.org  Cell Phone: 704-577-6470 
Pastor Ginn’s day off is Monday.  Office Hours:  Wed 4-6 p.m., Thur. 10-11:30 a.m., Fri.  11 a.m.-noon 
Pastor  Seaford’s day off is Friday.  Office Hours:  Mon. Wed. Thur. 9:30-11 a.m.  
Dr. Larry Stratemeyer, Music Director:   Email:  music@crossandcrown.org 
Find us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/crossandcrownlutheran  

2020 Council Members: 
Debra Cox, President 
Elizabeth McCollom, Vice Pres. 
Annette Downey, Secretary 
Matt Amick 
Bruce Aspinwall 
Shelly Clark 
Kim Ferguson 
 

Janet Foster 
Bryan Goode 
Jeremy Pollard 
Heidi Rhyne 
Tom Vernocy 

Pastor On Weekend Call: 
Pastor Brook  704-577-6470 

Readings for 11-29-20 
Isaiah 64:1-9 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Mark 13:24-37 

While LeAnne is working from home right now, she can 
be reached via email at office@crossandcrown.org, or by 
phone 704-847-5967.  She is also checking the mailbox 

each day.  Our church office is temporarily closed. 

Prayer List on Page 4 this week. 
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