Cross & Crown Weekly News 12-13-20
https://youtu.be/b--IKzFFZYQ

If you miss the live stream, watch your email for the link to the to be sent out later on Sunday.

Regathering Update

Mindful of the recent surge in COVID infections, your
Regathering team, in coordination with the Pastors,
continues to monitor developments and trends. We’re
taking into consideration not only the data, but guidance
from a variety of sources, including the NC Synod,
NCDHHS, and local and county governments. The State
recently released a new COVID-19 County Alert System
to pinpoint counties with the highest levels of viral
spread and offer specific recommendations to bring
numbers down. The system categorizes counties into
three tiers: yellow, orange, and red, with red being the
most critical level, marked by a 10% infection rate. It's
this 10% infection rate that most significantly impacts the
hospital system. Mecklenburg County is currently in the
orange tier. In the event it moves into the red tier, we will
temporarily suspend in-person worship and go all virtual
until we return to the safer tiers.
NC Synod Makes News!
Featured in the December edition of Living Lutheran is
the work our NC Synod has done in racial justice training. You
may remember the training we hosted at C&C in late January
2020, where 30 lay leaders from area churches came
together for a day of conversation and learning.
Rev. Shanitria Cuthbertson, whose work at Emmaus
Ministry in West Charlotte we have supported, has been a
leader in these efforts and is pictured in the Living Lutheran
article. Pick up your copy of the magazine at church. LeAnne
is in the office M-W-F, 2-3 p.m. and would be glad to help you
then. Or you can send her an email at
office@crossandcrown.org to schedule a pickup time.

Men’s Group Collection
The Men’s Group is collecting supplies for the
Men’s Shelter of Charlotte. Items of
particular need include: Boxer Briefs, Socks, Hand
Sanitizer, Face Masks, and Gloves. If you’re able to pick up a few
items, please deliver to Pastor Brook by December 16th.

Confirmation News

This past Sunday our Confirmation class
finished their 1st semester with a sociallydistanced outdoor gathering with the students
from Morning Star Lutheran. We wrapped up
our study of prayer, specifically The Lord's
Prayer, and made Advent Wreaths. In the Spring we will
begin a new topic, studying Holy Communion. The class of
9 is enjoying our new curriculum and our collaboration
with Morning Star, which has featured an Ice Cream Social
and a Prayer Hike. This year we also introduced
Confirmation Sponsors, where each student has been
assigned an adult in the congregation to accompany them
through this 3 year journey. It's exciting to see these young
adults stretch and grow in their faith!

Christmas Eve Services
Thank you for your participation in the
survey regarding Christmas Eve. We had a
great response! As a result, we will be
having Christmas Eve services at
5 & 8:30 p.m. this year . Although the
service will be different from usual, it will still be a
meaningful part of your Christmas Eve tradition.

Holden Prayer Returns!
This Advent season, enjoy singing Holden
Evening Prayer. Teri and Roger Strom lead
us in the Wednesday evening service we
have loved over the years. You’ll find the Dec. 9th service on
our YouTube channel and FB page. Watch for an emailed link
to the Dec. 16th service. With the service link will come a copy
of the Holden Evening Prayer booklet. We hope you’ll print it
at home and sing along.

LYO Assembly
LYO is back and we’re going virtual! Join
your friends and the LYO Board as we
explore what it means to live out God’s
justice in today’s world. Some of your
favorite activities will return and some surprises are in
store for LYO 2021! Registration is $25 per person
and includes a t-shirt.
Audrey Ansel, Board Member
2021 contribution envelopes are available in the
fellowship hall. You may pick up the envelopes if you are
attending worship in person. They will also be available
when the office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday
between 2 and 3 pm. Please contact our treasurer Garry
Rudolph at treasurer@crossandcrown.org if you have questions or
need to make other arrangements.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
We are 85% of the way to our financial goal
of $300,000 with $259,721 in pledges received for
the General Fund and $13,708 pledged toward
mortgage reduction. Thus far, we have received 73
pledges and are looking for the congregation’s FULL participation.
Let's work to shake our 2020 COVID-19 blues and start 2021 on a
hopeful note. Despite these difficult times, God is with us and
continues to bless us.
For those who have already submitted your pledges, we thank
you. If you haven't pledged yet, please email Garry Rudolph
at his confidential email address-treasurer@crossandcrown.org. You
may also mail your pledge to the church, or drop it off when LeAnne is
in the office on M,W,F from 2-3 p.m.
Stay Safe!
The Stewardship Committee

Table Talk This Wednesday
Sixth Sense!
And you thought there were only five senses!
Nope, most of us have another one that prods us
and occasionally wakes us up in the night. It’s
that sixth sense, intuition. You may have felt it as
a ‘sign’ that you should say yes or no to a certain offer, or a signal
from God about a prayer concern in your life, or even just a hint
that all would be well. In Advent, we remember that John the
Baptizer was a sign pointing the way to Jesus. What sign do you
remember that pointed you in a particular direction or answered a
need in your life? Join our next Table Talk, and share a moment
when that sixth sense kicked in and you knew it! As always, you can
take a turn to talk or just listen instead. There’s always plenty of
laughter to go around! Brighten your Wednesday by taking a seat
at our virtual table at 5:30 p.m. On Dec. 16th. We’ll save a place for
you! Use this link to join in:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88516719118

Word at Lunch Zooms!

Word at Lunch is meeting via Zoom call each week. Now is
your time to try it if you haven't attended before! No need
to sign up in advance. Join the call at noon on Thursdays.
Make sure you have downloaded Zoom and paste this link
into your browser to join next Thursday’s gathering:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81419008329

Directory for Christmas Cards
With the Christmas season upon us, many
Cross and Crowners exchange Christmas
cards. The pandemic this year makes it
harder to do that. If you plan on mailing
your Christmas cards this year, you can
contact LeAnne for a current directory
and she will be happy to email one to you.

Striving for Peace and Justice in All the Earth
Christmas Gifts that Change Lives
With Benevolence giving down and World needs greater
than usual, consider checking out the ELCA Good Gifts
Website: https://goodgifts.elca.org/ for Christmas gift giving.
Include the children, because it can be truly fun for children,
grandparents and all those in between to shop for cows, goats,
chicks, pigs, water, microloans and sending girls to school. It is very
affordable, easy shopping for lasting and life changing gifts.

Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church is
offering FREE Covid-19 testing. Testing will
be offered every 3rd Thursday of each
month from 8 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Mount Moriah Missionary Baptist Church
381 Crestdale Rd. Matthews, NC 28105
For more information call 980-245-9090
COVID19 Research
If you explored the Community Research Partnership
Project as a patient of Atrium Health, (as announced in
previous newsletters), please let Judy Hughes, Faith
Community Nurse, know. Your participation is kept
confidential.

C&C News Page 2
COSKids Art Club Recognized!
Criss Ucman, leader of the after-school Art Club
ministry at COSKids, was recently featured in an
article in the “Giving Tuesday” edition of
Charlotte weekly papers. While Criss and her art
crew have been restricted from in-person
sessions with Art Club kids, they’ve produced videos of
each art project and delivered material for it. With help
from program staff, the Art Club kids were able to continue
creating amazing art that boosted their confidence and
‘wowed’ their families! Kudos to Criss and her crew, as well
as to the once-a-month single parent meal preparers from
C&C who have kept up that ministry ‘from a distance.’

Many thanks to the Men's Group, Miriam's
Circle, and all the individuals who contributed to
our 2020 Cross and Crown Walk to End
Alzheimer's Team. We exceed our Team goal of
$1,000 thanks to your support and generosity.
We look forward to walking together next year! In the
meanwhile, stay tuned for The Longest Day.
Courtenay and Jackson O’Donoghue

Thank you so much for all the love, support, cards, calls and
prayers from our cross and crown family during this
difficult time of my sister’s passing .
Linda & Barry Faries

Make Your Gift Count Against Hunger

Did you know that ELCA World Hunger works to break the
cycle of hunger and poverty worldwide by sponsoring hundreds
of hunger and agriculture-related projects in 60 countries? Our
gifts make a difference. Between now and the end of 2020,
thanks to generous sponsors, every dollar given will be
matched—up to $265,000! Your donation will go twice as far to
support families and communities who face tremendous
challenges. Make your check to ELCA World Hunger and mail
to:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
ELCA Gift Processing Center
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
To give by credit card call 800-638-3522. For more ways to give,
go to ELCA.org/hunger.
WELLNESS CORNER
There are many resources in our area which relate to our wellness.
Many of these are now meetings or webinars available online.
Looking ahead, Centralina Area Agency on Aging will provide a webinar
on preventing elder abuse on January 7, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.
Centralina AAA also has some recorded presentations. After checking
out future events you can scroll down on their website to check out
what they have previously done. Their website is https://
centralinaaging.org/educational-opportunities/more-resources/
One recording is of a Falls Prevention Expo done last year and
includes some simple exercises to help prevent falls. In this time of
work and stay at home guidelines many of us are more sedentary.
Having some extra exercise is beneficial for us all!
Judy Hughes, RN, FCN for the Health Ministry Team

