Cross & Crown Weekly News 12-20-20
https://youtu.be/0RVhyR2SVUs

If you miss the live stream, watch your email for the link to the to be sent out later on Sunday.

A Virtual Blue Christmas Service

:

!
We hope you’ll be eager to worship at Cross &
Crown this Christmas Eve! The worship schedule is
designed to safely accommodate both inside and
outside worshipers, with two worship opportunities:
5:00-6:00 p.m. I NSI DE w orship,
livestreamed, featuring scripture,
sermon, traditional service prayers and
confession, and Christmas music.
6:15-6:45 p.m. OUTSI DE w orship, w ith
scripture and prayer, carol singing,
candle-lighting.
6:00 p.m. Holy Communion offered
OUTSIDE for those attending either
service.
Things to remember:






Masks will be required at both services.
If Christmas Eve brings rain, outdoor events will
be canceled. Watch your email for cancellation.
Outside worshipers will want to bundle up and
bring a pocket or cell phone flashlight to read the
song sheets for caroling.
Both Holy Communion and your choice of
worship service require signups. Watch for a
Signup Genius sent by email.

Please sign up for EACH event in which you will
participate. Participants at either worship time
need to sign up for Communion if they
plan to receive it.

After Christmas Sneak Peak
StoryCorps has a surprise for you on Dec. 27th.
At both services storytelling duo Cory and
Audrey Ansel will offer the familiar story of
Jesus woven together in a way you won’t forget! Watch the
Dec. 24th newsletter for more details and plan to worship at
8:15 or 10:45 a.m. on Dec. 27th!

Christmas should be a happy season. But it’s
hard to sing “Joy to the World” when sadness
engulfs your heart. The reality of life—memories of
the past and the pain of the present—can leave
many people feeling less than merry in December.
Register now to participate in the Women of the
ELCA's virtual Blue Christmas Service at 8 p.m.
on Monday, December 21, via Zoom. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email
with info to join the webinar. Use the link below to register.
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_emS_sdIzTsCmSPRDbMSTAQ

2021 contribution envelopes are available in the
fellowship hall. You may pick up the envelopes if you
are attending worship in person. They will also be
available when the office is open Monday, Wednesday
and Friday between 2 and 3 pm. Please contact our
treasurer Garry Rudolph at treasurer@crossandcrown.org if you have
questions or need to make other arrangements.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
We are 85% of the way to our financial goal
of $300,000 with $259,721 in pledges received for
the General Fund and $13,708 pledged toward
mortgage reduction. Thus far, we have received 73
pledges and are looking for the congregation’s FULL participation.
Let's work to shake our 2020 COVID-19 blues and start 2021 on a
hopeful note. Despite these difficult times, God is with us and
continues to bless us.
For those who have already submitted your pledges, we thank
you. If you haven't pledged yet, please email Garry Rudolph
at his confidential email address-treasurer@crossandcrown.org. You
may also mail your pledge to the church, or drop it off when LeAnne is
in the office on M,W,F from 2-3 p.m.
Stay Safe!
The Stewardship Committee

DECEMBER COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
Council elected 2021 officers at their December Council meeting.
2021 Congregation Council Officers:
Debra Cox- President
Jeremy Pollard- Vice President
Annette Downey- Secretary


Council would like to thank Shelly Clark & Matt Amick for their
years served on Council.

Christmas Break for Table Talk!
Table Talk will take a break on the eve
before Christmas Eve, Dec. 23rd, but
don’t miss our next conversation,
Wednesday, Dec. 30th. Join us that day at
5:30 p.m. and bring along your New Year’s resolutions!
Share your list, or tell us why you absolutely refuse to
make resolutions. Or maybe you’d rather remember a
rare year when you really did accomplish what you’d
resolved to do! Whatever your New Year’s resolution
routine, bring it to the table on Dec. 30th. We’ll save a
place for you! Use this link to join in: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/88516719118

Word at Lunch Takes a 2 Week Break!
Word at Lunch will not meet on Christmas Eve or
New Year’s Eve. We will gather again after the new
year on January 7th. Can’t wait to see you then!
Striving for Peace and Justice in All the Earth
Christmas Gifts that Change Lives
With Benevolence giving down and World needs greater
than usual, consider checking out the ELCA Good Gifts
Website: https://goodgifts.elca.org/ for Christmas gift giving.
Include the children, because it can be truly fun for children,
grandparents and all those in between to shop for cows, goats,
chicks, pigs, water, microloans and sending girls to school. It is very
affordable, easy shopping for lasting and life changing gifts.

LYO Assembly
LYO is back and we’re going virtual! Join your
friends and the LYO Board as we explore what
it means to live out God’s justice in today’s
world. Some of your favorite activities will return
and some surprises are in store for LYO 2021! Registration
is $25 per person and includes a t-shirt.
Audrey Ansel, Board Member

Confirmation News

Our Confirmation class finished their 1st
semester with a socially-distanced outdoor
gathering with the students from Morning
Star Lutheran. We wrapped up our study of
prayer, specifically The Lord's Prayer, and
made Advent Wreaths. In the Spring we will begin a new
topic, studying Holy Communion. The class of 9 is enjoying
our new curriculum and our collaboration with Morning
Star, which has featured an Ice Cream Social and a Prayer
Hike. This year we also introduced Confirmation Sponsors,
where each student has been assigned an adult in the
congregation to accompany them through this 3 year
journey. It's exciting to see these young adults stretch and
grow in their faith!
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COSKids Art Club Recognized!
Criss Ucman, leader of the after-school Art Club
ministry at COSKids, was recently featured in an
article in the “Giving Tuesday” edition of
Charlotte weekly papers. While Criss and her art
crew have been restricted from in-person
sessions with Art Club kids, they’ve produced videos of
each art project and delivered material for it. With help
from program staff, the Art Club kids were able to continue
creating amazing art that boosted their confidence and
‘wowed’ their families! Kudos to Criss and her crew, as well
as to the once-a-month single parent meal preparers from
C&C who have kept up that ministry ‘from a distance.’

Many thanks to the Men's Group, Miriam's
Circle, and all the individuals who contributed to
our 2020 Cross and Crown Walk to End
Alzheimer's Team. We exceed our Team goal of
$1,000 thanks to your support and generosity.
We look forward to walking together next year! In the
meanwhile, stay tuned for The Longest Day.
Courtenay and Jackson O’Donoghue

Thank you so much for all the love, support, cards, calls and
prayers from our cross and crown family during this
difficult time of my sister’s passing .
Linda & Barry Faries

Make Your Gift Count Against Hunger

Did you know that ELCA World Hunger works to break the
cycle of hunger and poverty worldwide by sponsoring hundreds
of hunger and agriculture-related projects in 60 countries? Our
gifts make a difference. Between now and the end of 2020,
thanks to generous sponsors, every dollar given will be
matched—up to $265,000! Your donation will go twice as far to
support families and communities who face tremendous
challenges. Make your check to ELCA World Hunger and mail
to:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
ELCA Gift Processing Center
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
To give by credit card call 800-638-3522. For more ways to give,
go to ELCA.org/hunger.
WELLNESS CORNER
There are many resources in our area which relate to our wellness.
Many of these are now meetings or webinars available online.
Looking ahead, Centralina Area Agency on Aging will provide a webinar
on preventing elder abuse on January 7, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.
Centralina AAA also has some recorded presentations. After checking
out future events you can scroll down on their website to check out
what they have previously done. Their website is https://
centralinaaging.org/educational-opportunities/more-resources/
One recording is of a Falls Prevention Expo done last year and
includes some simple exercises to help prevent falls. In this time of
work and stay at home guidelines many of us are more sedentary.
Having some extra exercise is beneficial for us all!
Judy Hughes, RN, FCN for the Health Ministry Team
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Prayer List on Page 4 this week.

Regathering Update

Teresa Cartafalsa
Amanda McCartney
Mary Lib Whelan
JD Winfrey
Christa Klose

Dec. 20
Dec. 22
Dec. 22
Dec. 24
Dec. 25

NC Synod Makes News!
Featured in the December edition of Living Lutheran is
the work our NC Synod has done in racial justice training. You
may remember the training we hosted at C&C in late January
2020, where 30 lay leaders from area churches came
together for a day of conversation and learning.
Rev. Shanitria Cuthbertson, whose work at Emmaus
Ministry in West Charlotte we have supported, has been a
leader in these efforts and is pictured in the Living Lutheran
article. Pick up your copy of the magazine at church. LeAnne
is in the office M-W-F, 2-3 p.m. and would be glad to help you
then. Or you can send her an email at
office@crossandcrown.org to schedule a pickup time.

Adopt -A- Family Update!

Our contact from Changed Choices came to C&C on Monday
to pick up the gifts that were purchased by the members of
C&C. She was very moved by the abundance of caring that
the C&C congregation expressed. There were many gifts,
gift cards, Christmas decorations, diapers,
and good quality hand-me-downs that will
all be so helpful to this family. Every inch
of her car was filled!
Thank you to all who donated to this
family who truly needed it this Christmas!

Mindful of the recent surge in COVID infections, your
Regathering team, in coordination with the Pastors, continues to monitor developments and trends. We’re taking
into consideration not only the data, but guidance from a
variety of sources, including the NC Synod, NCDHHS,
and local and county governments. The State recently
released a new COVID-19 County Alert System to pinpoint counties with the highest levels of viral spread and
offer specific recommendations to bring numbers
down. The system categorizes counties into three tiers:
yellow, orange, and red, with red being the most critical
level, marked by a 10% infection rate. We will continue
to work with Congregation Council to determine the best
plan for Cross & Crown’s worship services in light of the
data available to us.
BUILDING PROTOCOLS

With our staff continuing to work at home, our church
building remains locked during most of the day. If you should
need be in the building, please remember to wear a mask. It
is for your safety and the safety of others. We have also have
a sign-in station with hand sanitizer and sign-in instructions.
For Insurance purposes, we need to know who enters the
building and when, so please comply. Even if you have a
building key, we ask that you use only the main entrance.

Weekday School News...
In light of the current surge in covid-19 infection rates, the
Weekday School will remain closed for the winter. We hope it
will be able to reopen in the Spring, pending the status of the
virus. Please continue to pray for WDS Director Mary Anna
Bingham as well as parents, teachers, kids, and families as they
navigate this difficult terrain!
While LeAnne is working from home right now, she can
be reached via email at office@crossandcrown.org, or by
phone 704-847-5967. She is also checking the mailbox
each day. Our church office is temporarily closed.

Weekly Calendar
Sunday, Dec. 20- Worship Services at 8:15 & 10:45 a.m.
Available via livestream on YouTube 10:45 a.m.
9:30 a.m. Book of Faith Sunday School
Tuesday, Dec. 22–10 a.m. Staff Meeting
7 p.m. Boy Scouts
Thursday, Dec. 24- 5 p.m. Indoor Christmas Eve Worship
6 p.m. Outdoor Communion
6:15p.m. Outdoor Christmas Eve Worship
Friday Dec. 25-Office Closed

December 6, 2020
Offering:
$8,119.21
Designated:
$ 1,472.00
November Financial Snapshot
November Income

$38,525.86

November Expenses

$37,096.97

# of months cash on
hand will cover
projected expenses

5

