
Cross & Crown Weekly News 1-10-21  
Live stream link for Sunday’s Service at 10:45 a.m.:  https://youtu.be/GoYAwBmeD2g  

If you miss the live stream, watch your email for the link to the to be sent out later on Sunday. 

Council News 

Looking For That Next                          
“Great Read?”      

     Start the year off right, by committing to 
dive into God's Word!  Most of you know by now 
that I absolutely love the Bible.  Starting a      
routine of getting into Scripture boosts faith unlike anything 
else!  But if you haven't really read the Bible before, I can be 
intimidating.  But it doesn't have to be! 

     Although this is by no means an exhaustive list, here are 
some ideas that might help you make 2021 the year you really 
engage the Bible: 

 Purchase a new Bible.  Whether it's a Study Bible or a 
"regular" Bible, opening those crisp pages might inspire you 
to read more!  If you need suggestions, let me know.   

 Start a Reading Plan- Choose either a book in the Bible (we 
are starting the year of Mark, so perhaps start there?) or 
print out one from the internet and tuck it in your Bible to 
follow. Find several options here: https://
www.ligonier.org/blog/bible-reading-plans/ 

 Download a Bible app- This is usually the easiest            
option.  There are terrific ones out there, and they're          
usually free!  An app is a convenient way to have Scripture 
readily available right on your phone or tablet.  Even           
better, they offer an assortment of Reading Plans and         
devotionals, all in one spot!.  One of the best is YouVersion 
and can be found where you get your apps.  Details are 
here:https://www.youversion.com/the-bible-app/ 

 Sign up for a Daily Devotional.  There is no shortage of  
daily devotionals, which arrive conveniently in your Inbox 
each day.  Some favorites are: Augsburg Fortress, Luther 
Seminary, Henri Nouwen, and the ELCA.  Sign up for           
several and choose which ones work best for you!  

 Attend our weekly Bible study, called Word at Lunch!  We 
are currently offering via Zoom and we read through and 
discuss the coming Sunday's assigned readings.  It's 
fun!  Give it a shot.   

However you choose to get into the Bible, I encourage you to do 
so.  Truly, it will change your life.  Please contact me if you 
have questions, or need help in any way. 
 

Blessings on the journey! 
Pastor Brook 

   

IN PERSON WORSHIP UPDATE: 
     In light of the continuing surge in COVID-19 infections 
in our area, Council has voted to suspend in-person            
gatherings through Sunday, January 31, 2021.  This           
includes worship services as well as any in-person              
meetings such as handbell rehearsals and Scout             
meetings or other events. 
     This is an incredibly difficult time, which warrants             
difficult decisions, but we trust this action will help us keep 
our members and our community as safe as possible.  
We'll continue to monitor the situation and determine the 
best plan for Cross and Crown's worship services in light of 
the data and information available to us. 
Debra Cox, 
Council President 

On Monday, Jan. 4th, new council members were installed 

via Zoom.  Please welcome newly installed Council                 

Members Cory Ansel, Bruce Aspinwall, Annette Downey, 

Janet Foster, Allison Muzevich and Jeremy Pollard. 

Baptism of Our Lord 
This Sunday we celebrate the Baptism of 

our Lord.  The assigned Gospel text is 
about Jesus being baptized by John the 
baptizer. The voice of God speaks from 
heaven, and the Spirit descends like a 

dove. This story is also about us: we too have been 
baptized, we have heard God’s loving call, and we 

have received the Holy Spirit.  So now what?  Tune in 
this Sunday for worship! 

2021 Week of Prayer 
Join us January 18-25 for the 2021 Week of                   

Prayer for Christian Unity.  This year's theme is 
“Abide in My Love...You Shall Bear Much 

Fruit” (John 15:1-17). For details check out https://
geii.org/week_of_prayer_for_christian_unity/

theme_announcement_2021.html 

COMMUNION BEING OFFERED                     
NEXT WEEK 

Pastor Brook is offering 2 opportunities for 
outdoor communion next week.  There are 

spots available on Wednesday, Jan. 13th at 12:30 p.m. as well as 
Thursday, Jan. 14th at 5 & 5:30 p.m.  Use the link provided to sign 
up.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48A8AA2AA5FD0-

communion2 

Word at Lunch is moving to Tuesdays!  Why not 
try something new and Join Pastor Brook and the 

group as they dive into the scripture for the            
upcoming Sunday!  The group meets via Zoom 

each Tuesday at 12 p.m.                                                          
Use Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81419008329 

BEER & BIBLE 
Join Pastor Brook and Pat DeJuneas for Beer &          

Bible at the Fire Pit this Thursday, January 14th at         
7 p.m. We are launching our new study on the Book 
of Genesis. So bring a chair, your favorite beverage, 

your Bible, and maybe a headlamp and join us! 

https://youtu.be/GoYAwBmeD2g
https://www.ligonier.org/blog/bible-reading-plans/
https://www.ligonier.org/blog/bible-reading-plans/
https://www.youversion.com/the-bible-app/
https://geii.org/week_of_prayer_for_christian_unity/theme_announcement_2021.html
https://geii.org/week_of_prayer_for_christian_unity/theme_announcement_2021.html
https://geii.org/week_of_prayer_for_christian_unity/theme_announcement_2021.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48A8AA2AA5FD0-communion2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48A8AA2AA5FD0-communion2
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81419008329


C&C News Page 2 Table Talk on January 13th 
Next week we will be sharing uplifting stories.  With all 
that is going on in our world right now, hearing a light, 
happy story is what some of us might need right now!  
join us on Wednesday, Jan. 13th at 5:30 p.m. Use this 

link to join in:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88516719118 

While LeAnne is working from home right now, she can 
be reached via email at office@crossandcrown.org, or by 
phone 704-847-5967.  She is also checking the mailbox 

each day.  Our church office is temporarily closed. 
LeAnne will be at the church each Monday, 

Wednesday & Friday between 2 & 3 p.m. if you 
need to gain access to the building or drop                   

something off. 

BUILDING PROTOCOLS 
 With our staff continuing to work at home, our church      

building remains locked during most of the day. If you should 
need be in the building, please remember to wear a mask.  It 
is for your safety and the safety of others.  We have also have 
a sign-in station with hand sanitizer and sign-in instructions. 

For Insurance purposes, we need to know who enters the 
building and when, so please comply. Even if you have a 

building key, we ask that you use only the main entrance.  

Blanket Collection 
The Community Care Committee is               

collecting new blankets for the homeless               

shelter, Roof Above (formerly known as Urban 

Ministry and Men’s Shelter.) Blankets should be 

new/never used twin, adult sized blankets.  The collection will run 

until Sunday, January17th.  Since we have gone back to virtual 

services for the time being, LeAnne will be at the church M,W,F 

from 2-3 p.m. for you to drop them off.  If you need to make other 

arrangements, please email LeAnne at  

  office@crossancrown.org.  If you would prefer to make a               

monetary donation, a member of the committee will be happy to 

shop for the blankets for you.   

Confirmation resumes on Sunday,              

Feb. 7th at 1 p.m. via Zoom.  Use the 

link below to join in! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/86833737510 

Registration has opened for the 2021 
LYO Assembly! 

 

We hope you’ll be able to join this live virtual 
event being held February 27-28, 2021.  
The 2021 LYO Theme is BE and is based on  

Micah 6:8. 
 

Our very own Audrey Ansel has helped plan for this year's 
event and, even though the circumstances are unique, it's sure 

to be a fun time!!   This year’s offering will go to the                  
Racial Justice Network - NC Synod. 

Registration fees are set at $25 per person (for all youth and 
adult participants) and will include an LYO t-shirt this year. 

Contact Pastor Brook for details.  
Register by Feb. 1st. 

Visit lutheranyouth.org for more information. 

Dear Family in Christ, 
Vaughn and I have no words for the overwhelming response 
we have received from you after hearing of the deaths of my 
mother and our son.  Thank you for the cards, meals and 
words of comfort and support you have provided us.  We 
have been buoyed by your prayers and our shared love in 
Christ our King.   
God's Blessings,  Deanna and Vaughn Herlong 

Wellness Ministry Meeting 
  The Wellness Ministry cabinet will meet on Wednesday,          

January 13, via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. The meeting is open and 
those interested in promoting wellness in the congregation and 

community are welcome to attend.  
Join us using this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84680351576?
pwd=S1ZRSzVUM1V4Q2YrN3BNeStZQzdMdz09 

Wellness Corner   

   As the COVID-19 vaccine becomes available please be aware 

of the need to continue safety protocols. Dr. Fauci and            

other health professionals stress the importance of                  

continuing to wear masks, wash hands frequently, follow 

state guidelines and maintain appropriate physical               

distancing. Here is a link to an article which reminds us that, 

even after being vaccinated one could possibly still be a  

silent spreader - it is important to maintain safety                  

procedures out of brotherly love for essential workers and 

those with limited access to vaccination. https://

www.nytimes.com/2020/12/08/health/covid-vaccine-

mask.html 

COVID-19 VACCINATION  
INFORMATION: 

      The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has issued emergency use authorizations 
(EUA) for two vaccines for the prevention of 
COVID-19. The vaccines were developed 

by Pfizer-BioNTech (ages 16 and older) and Moderna (ages 18 
and older). Other vaccines are in large-scale clinical trials to     
ensure they are safe and effective.  Each vaccine requires two 
shots. The interval between doses is 21 days for Pfizer-
BioNTech and 28 days for Moderna. 
 

North Carolina is currently vaccinating persons 75 years of age 
or older at this time. 
 

Mecklenburg County Residents: 
Mecklenburg County Public Health is vaccinating residents. 
However, initial appointment times have filled quickly and they 
are creating additional appointments. Please continue to check 
for open appointments by clicking this link, https://
www.mecknc.gov/COVID-19/Pages/Vaccine.aspx, for updates.  
Or you can call 980-341-9400 Option 3.  No walk-ins are              
accepted. 
 

Union County Residents: Please complete the COVID-19              
vaccine prescreen form by clicking here, https://
lfportal.unioncountync.gov/Forms/COVID-19VaccinationForm, 
or call 704-292-2550 Monday through Friday between 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. for appointment availability. Vaccinations will be 
scheduled by appointment only, based on vaccine availability. 
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