
Cross & Crown Weekly News 1-17-21  
Live stream link for Sunday’s Service at 10:45 a.m.: https://youtu.be/TZa53yadzpE   

If you miss the live stream, watch your email for the link to the to be sent out Sunday at 12:30p.m. 

Looking For That Next                          
“Great Read?”      

     Start the year off right, by committing to 
dive into God's Word!  Most of you know by now 
that I absolutely love the Bible.  Starting a      
routine of getting into Scripture boosts faith unlike anything 
else!  But if you haven't really read the Bible before, I can be 
intimidating.  But it doesn't have to be! 

     Although this is by no means an exhaustive list, here are 
some ideas that might help you make 2021 the year you really 
engage the Bible: 

 Purchase a new Bible.  Whether it's a Study Bible or a 
"regular" Bible, opening those crisp pages might inspire you 
to read more!  If you need suggestions, let me know.   

 Start a Reading Plan- Choose either a book in the Bible (we 
are starting the year of Mark, so perhaps start there?) or 
print out one from the internet and tuck it in your Bible to 
follow. Find several options here: https://
www.ligonier.org/blog/bible-reading-plans/ 

 Download a Bible app- This is usually the easiest            
option.  There are terrific ones out there, and they're          
usually free!  An app is a convenient way to have Scripture 
readily available right on your phone or tablet.  Even           
better, they offer an assortment of Reading Plans and         
devotionals, all in one spot!.  One of the best is YouVersion 
and can be found where you get your apps.  Details are 
here:https://www.youversion.com/the-bible-app/ 

 Sign up for a Daily Devotional.  There is no shortage of  
daily devotionals, which arrive conveniently in your Inbox 
each day.  Some favorites are: Augsburg Fortress, Luther 
Seminary, Henri Nouwen, and the ELCA.  Sign up for           
several and choose which ones work best for you!  

 Attend our weekly Bible study, called Word at Lunch!  We 
are currently offering via Zoom and we read through and 
discuss the coming Sunday's assigned readings.  It's 
fun!  Give it a shot.   

However you choose to get into the Bible, I encourage you to do 
so.  Truly, it will change your life.  Please contact me if you 
have questions, or need help in any way. 
 

Blessings on the journey! 
Pastor Brook 

Word at Lunch has moved to Tuesdays!  Why 
not try something new and Join Pastor Brook and 
the group as they dive into the scripture for the            
upcoming Sunday?  We had a great turn out this 
past week!  It’s a great way to connect to your 

fellow C&C family! The group meets via Zoom each Tuesday at            
12 p.m.   Use Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81419008329 

Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

On Monday, we celebrate and honor Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.  The commemoration of the 

legacy of Dr. King is not only an American         
holiday, it is a call for the American Church to 
reflect on our service to the community, our 

commitment to racial justice, and our unity across lines of 
difference.  As a special tribute, this Sunday as we will begin 
worship listening to a few portions of Dr. King's "Letter from 

Birmingham Jail".  We hope you'll tune in! 

Especially during this time of        

social distancing, staying in        

community has never been more 

important. Many of us (myself    

included!) miss our church family 

and the opportunity to share in the 

ups and downs, joys and sorrows, of everyday life! So if you'd 

like to join a small "cluster" of approximately 6 folks to reconnect 

with folks, or even meet someone new, please contact Pastor 

Brook.  Your cluster can stay in touch as little or as often as you 

like.  And you can communicate in whatever ways work best for 

you - it could be periodic emails, texts, or phone calls, maybe even 

the occasional Zoom!  It's up to you, but the hope is this effort will 

help us all stay connected!   

 Hymns & Music Now Featured in the 
Bulletin Each Week 

You are encouraged to sing along with hymns 
each week from home as you participate in the 
live-stream service.  The words and music to the 
hymns are included in the weekly bulletin, so for 

those who like to see how the words line up with the melody, you may 
want to print the bulletin in advance.  During the live-stream broadcast, 
slides with the words only are provided to make it easier to sing along.  
To keep the print size large enough to easily read along, the musical 
notes are not included.   

This week we will also have the hymns led by Hugh Kluttz.  This is an            
accommodation to enhance the online worship experience.  We have 
not had singing during in-person services due to the safety precautions 
in place to prevent transmitting droplets in the air in a confined space.   

I encourage you to participate fully as you are able in the music           

portions of the service at home until we can all safely meet and sing in 

church.                                                                                     

Larry Stratemeyer 

For those who have not picked up your                      
poinsettias,  your last opportunity to pick them 

up will be on Sunday morning.  They will be              
composted after that time. 

https://youtu.be/TZa53yadzpE
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 Youth and Young Family News 
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Dear Family in Christ, 
Vaughn and I have no words for the overwhelming response we 
have received from you after hearing of the deaths of my moth-
er and our son.  Thank you for the cards, meals and words of 
comfort and           support you have provided us.  We have 
been buoyed by your            prayers and our shared love in 
Christ our King.   
God's Blessings,   

Calling All C&C Youth (Grades 
7 and Up!) 

     MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the 
following Youth Group meetings!  At 
least initially, these meetings will be 

held virtually via Zoom, but it's our hope they will eventually 
be in person!  Each session will be from 9 -9:45 a.m.  Here are 
the dates: 
January 24 February 7 February 21 March 14 
March 28 April 18 May 2  May 16 
 

Participation is CRITICAL to success!  These sessions will offer 
opportunities to connect, share stories, grow in faith, and 
brainstorm fun events for the future. The more the merrier, 
and invite a friend! We look forward to our time together. Use 
Zoom link: https://cms-k12-nc-us.zoom.us/j/83190399497?
pwd=dzJ4MUczS0Jyd0JLNWR6ZldjVkVmZz09 

Meeting ID: 831 9039 9497 Passcode: Zooming 

--Julie & Stuart Moffat 

Families! Engaging kids during worship is a 

great way to cultivate a lifelong faith. While 

it's likely more difficult in a virtual setting, 

don't forget to download the Children's          

Bulletins which are attached to the EBlast 

each week. It's a great way to involve the kids! For more 

ideas and suggestions, contact Pastor Brook.  

The Annual Men's Golf Outing  
Tournament  

Friday, June 4th.  
Stay tuned for details!  

     We have a local               
opportunity to participate in 
a high stakes conversation 
taking place in cities across 

America around racial equity and social justice. As a way to  
promote the possibility of fairness and equity in our society, the 
United Way of Central Carolinas is sponsoring the national   
Racial Equity 21 Day Challenge starting Monday, January 18.   
     For 21 days registered participants will receive links to            
recommended articles, videos, podcasts, and more.  It is an  
opportunity to learn about the realities that race and systemic 
racism play in society, as well as the devastating results.  The 
United Way goal is for thousands of residents to participate so 
that we as a locality can be equipped for dialogue about how to 
repair the damage in our Charlotte community.    
     For more information and to register click on  
https://www.uwccequitychallenge.org/  (Register as a member 
of Cross & Crown) The experience will deepen our understand-
ing, provide calls to action and help launch what we hope will 
be a lifelong commitment to improving equity and inclusion in 
our community. This study is highly recommended.  The 
Matthews Town Council has participated and is recommending 
the study to all its Planning Commissions.     

Many thanks to our dear Cross & Crown friends for your  
caring condolences at the death of our beloved son-in-law 
Gene.  We appreciate all of your prayers and messages.   

Blessings, Martha & Will Krauss. 

 

A BIG Thank you to Garry & 

Cathy Rudolph for painting 

Pastor Brook’s new office!  

When we are safely able to     

regather, come visit! 

https://cms-k12-nc-us.zoom.us/j/83190399497?pwd=dzJ4MUczS0Jyd0JLNWR6ZldjVkVmZz09
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Table Talk on January 20th 
Next week we will be sharing stories about people 

who inspired us.   Join us on Wednesday, Jan. 20th at 
5:30 p.m. Use this link to join in:  https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/88516719118 

While LeAnne is working from home right now, she can 
be reached via email at office@crossandcrown.org, or by 
phone 704-847-5967.  She is also checking the mailbox 

each day.  Our church office is temporarily closed. 
LeAnne will be at the church each Monday, 

Wednesday & Friday between 2 & 3 p.m. if you 
need to gain access to the building or drop                   

something off. 

BUILDING PROTOCOLS 
 With our staff continuing to work at home, our church      

building remains locked during most of the day. If you should 
need be in the building, please remember to wear a mask.  It 
is for your safety and the safety of others.  We have also have 
a sign-in station with hand sanitizer and sign-in instructions. 

For Insurance purposes, we need to know who enters the 
building and when, so please comply. Even if you have a 

building key, we ask that you use only the main entrance.  
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2021 Week of Prayer 
Join us January 18-25 for the 2021 Week of                   

Prayer for Christian Unity.  This year's theme is 
“Abide in My Love...You Shall Bear Much 

Fruit” (John 15:1-17). For details check out https://
geii.org/week_of_prayer_for_christian_unity/

theme_announcement_2021.html 

Confirmation resumes on Sunday,              

Feb. 7th at 1 p.m. via Zoom.  Use the 

link below to join in! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/86833737510 

Registration has opened for the 2021 
LYO Assembly! 

 

We hope you’ll be able to join this live virtual 
event being held February 27-28, 2021.  
The 2021 LYO Theme is BE and is based on  

Micah 6:8. 
 

Our very own Audrey Ansel has helped plan for this year's 
event and, even though the circumstances are unique, it's sure 

to be a fun time!!   This year’s offering will go to the                  
Racial Justice Network - NC Synod. 

Registration fees are set at $25 per person (for all youth and 
adult participants) and will include an LYO t-shirt this year. 

Contact Pastor Brook for details.  
Register by Feb. 1st. 

Visit lutheranyouth.org for more information. 

Wellness Corner   
   As the COVID-19 vaccine becomes available please be aware of 

the need to continue safety protocols. Dr. Fauci and  other 
health professionals stress the importance of continuing to 
wear masks, wash hands frequently, follow state guidelines 

and maintain appropriate physical distancing. Here is a link to 
an article which reminds us that, even after being vaccinated 
one could possibly still be a  silent spreader - it is important to 

maintain safety  procedures out of brotherly love for                  
essential workers and those with limited access to vaccina-
tion. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/08/health/covid-

vaccine-mask.html 

COVID-19 VACCINATION  
INFORMATION: 

      The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has issued emergency use authorizations 
(EUA) for two vaccines for the prevention of 
COVID-19. The vaccines were developed 

by Pfizer-BioNTech (ages 16 and older) and Moderna (ages 18 
and older). Other vaccines are in large-scale clinical trials to     
ensure they are safe and effective.  Each vaccine requires two 
shots. The interval between doses is 21 days for Pfizer-
BioNTech and 28 days for Moderna. 
 

North Carolina is currently vaccinating persons 75 years of age 
or older at this time. 
 

Mecklenburg County Residents: 
Mecklenburg County Public Health is vaccinating residents. 
However, initial appointment times have filled quickly and they 
are creating additional appointments. Please continue to check 
for open appointments by clicking this link, https://
www.mecknc.gov/COVID-19/Pages/Vaccine.aspx, for updates.  
Or you can call 980-341-9400 Option 3.  No walk-ins are              
accepted. 
 

Union County Residents: Please complete the COVID-19              
vaccine prescreen form by clicking here, https://
lfportal.unioncountync.gov/Forms/COVID-19VaccinationForm, 
or call 704-292-2550 Monday through Friday between 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. for appointment availability. Vaccinations will be 
scheduled by appointment only, based on vaccine availability. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, Jan. 17th– 10:45 a.m. Worship Service via livestream on 
 YouTube: https://youtu.be/TZa53yadzpE  
 9:30 a.m. Book of Faith Sunday School  
Monday, Jan. 18th Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Begins 
 (See article above) 
  21 Day Challenge for Racial Equity Begins 
 (See article on pg. 2) 
Tuesday, Jan. 19th-10 a.m. Staff Meeting 
     12 p.m. Word at Lunch via Zoom.   
 Use link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81419008329 
Wednesday, Jan. 20th-5:30 p.m. Table Talk 
 Use link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88516719118 
Thursday, Jan. 21st--6:30 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting 
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