
Cross & Crown Weekly News 2-14-21  
Live stream link for Sunday’s Service at 10:45 a.m.:https://youtu.be/WIz_FCzGhG8  

If you miss the live stream, watch your email for the link to the to be sent out Sunday at 12:30 p.m. 

Drive-Thru Smile Drive Saturday,                           

February 20th 
 February is National Children’s Dental Health 

Month!  The Community Care Team will be               

collecting new, adult-sized toothbrushes,               

toothpaste, floss, and mouth rinse (travel sizes) to               

donate to C.O.S. Kids and promote good dental              

hygiene!  1 in 5 children in the U.S. goes without dental 

care.  And more than 40% of children have cavities              

before they reach kindergarten!  Children with poor dental 

health are 3 times more likely to miss school because of 

mouth pain.   Come on by Cross and Crown 

and drive-thru your donations any time            

Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  Our most 

needed item is travel-sized mouth wash. 

Lent 2021 
     It's hard to believe, but Lent is upon us!  
Lent is a holy season of reflection, repentance, 
and preparation for the Christian church 
where we contemplate our relationship with  

                            God and one another.   
     On February 17th, Ash Wednesday, we begin our 40-day               
journey toward Easter by marking our foreheads with the ashes 
from the burned palms we waved on Palm Sunday, acknowledging 
that ultimately we die and return to earth ("ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust"). The dust traces over the life-giving cross made on our 
foreheads with oil at our baptism; reminding us to return to God 
and renew our baptismal call to bear the fruits of justice and mercy 
in the world. 
 

Ash Wednesday- February 17th 
Drive-thru ashes will be available at 12 and 5:30 p.m. An 
in-person Ash Wednesday service will be at 7 p.m. Sign up to 
attend using this link:   https://www.signupgenius.com/               
go/8050e48a8aa2aa5fd0-ashwednesday. The service will also be 
livestreamed.  Use link:  https://youtu.be/CbycT-cvOC4 to tune in. 
 

Midweek Lenten Services 
Each Wednesday in Lent we will offer an interactive, midweek 
Lenten service at 7 p.m. via Zoom, featuring prayer, meditation, a 
discussion of the week's readings, as well as an accompanying 
musical selection. We hope you'll join us.   
 

This year we will use the Lenten Devotional, "Awesome Mystery", 
a free resource made available by Luther Seminary, featuring the 
assigned readings for each week and meditations written by some 
of my favorite professors from seminary. 

Download the devotional HERE             
https://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/lenten-devotional/?

utm_source=bm23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=Download+Toda
y&utm_content=CORRECT+LINK:+Download+the+2021+Lenten+devo

tional+today!&utm_campaign=20210129+-+2021+Lent+Devotinals 

In-Person Worship Returns February 17th! 
At their last meeting, council voted to return to in-person gatherings 
beginning Ash Wednesday, February 17th. Previous safety protocols 
(sign ups, masks, social distancing) still apply.  Livestreaming will still 

be available for the 10:45 a.m. service, so tune in via our YouTube 
channel or through our website or Facebook page.   

We encourage those who don't feel comfortable gathering in person 
to continue participating virtually. For those who do feel comfortable, 

we need your help in terms of serving as ushers, acolytes, and                  
communion assistants. Please contact LeAnne with your                                 

availability.  Thank you for your continued support and patience as we 
navigate these difficult circumstances! 

 
 

It’s often said that God meets us 
where we are. Perhaps, in this 

season of your life, attending our worship service on Ash 
Wednesday isn’t possible. For you, we are offering Ashes to 

Go this year! 

From Noon-1 p.m. and 5:30-6:30 p.m., Pastor Brook will be 
in the parking lot in front of the church offering an Ash 

Wednesday blessing along with the hands-free imposition of 
ashes.  You can drive up and receive your invitation into the 
Lenten season. Invite your friends! We will meet you here! 

Putting Away the Alleluia 
  Did you know that “alleluia” 

means “praise the Lord?”  During 
this time of reflection during Lent, 

the children of C&C put the “alleluia” away in a chest.  
Then on Easter morning, we let the “Alleluia” out and 

raise our voices saying “Alleluia, Christ has risen!”  
This Sunday some of our children will be putting away 
the alleluia.  It will be so nice to see their smiling faces 

that we haven’t seen in so long!   Be sure to tune                                 
in and watch our livestream service at 10:45 a.m. 

CAN YOU HELP USHER? 
Ushers are needed to help assist in worship                 
beginning on February 21st. For now, the 
key responsibilities are to welcome, point 
people to available pews, assist anyone 
who might need assistance and dismiss 

pews at the end of the service.  If you are able to          
assist, please email LeAnne 

(office@crossandcrown.org) or let Pastor Brook know.  

Use this link to tune into the Ash Wednesday 

livestream service at 7 p.m.   

https://youtu.be/CbycT-cvOC4  
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Table Talk on February 17th 

Table Talk will not meet next week as it is            
Ash Wednesday.  Join us on Wednesday, Feb. 

24th at 5:30 p.m.  Use this link to join in:                    
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88516719118  

Password:  305487  

BUILDING PROTOCOLS 
 With our staff continuing to work at home, our church      
building remains locked during most of the day. If you 

should need be in the building, please remember to 
wear a mask.  It is for your safety and the safety of    

others.  We have also have a sign-in station with hand 
sanitizer and sign-in instructions. For Insurance purposes, 
we need to know who enters the building and when, so 
please comply. Even if you have a building key, we ask 

that you use only the main entrance.  
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Pastor Brook will be leading a 

follow up discussion to the           

Racial Equity 21 Day           

Challenge on February 22nd 

via Zoom at 7 p.m.  If you are interested, use Zoom link:                  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85458673603?

pwd=ZzA0aEN1ekpucFM1KzlacmszTFA2Zz09 

 Congratulations to Joe Bratchie for making the           
middle school baseball team at Union Academy! 

Congratulations to Caroline Seaford for being elected 

Vice President of the Freshman class at Union Academy!  

Good news!  The proposed widening of 51 in 
front of the church, from Sardis Rd. to E. John/

Monroe Rd, has been postponed until 2031. 

Share Your Joy With Us! 
Do you have some good news to share?  Have 
you celebrated a milestone? Accomplished a 
goal? Now more than ever we need to share 

our positive news!  Whether it's making a sports 
team, welcoming a new grandchild, receiving a promotion, 

or receiving an award, email LeAnne at                               
office@crossandcrown.org so we can include it in the 

week's Bright Spot!  Submissions need to be received by 
Thursday morning to be included in that week’s newsletter. 

EASTER FLOWERS 

It’s time to order your Easter flowers!  

We have changed our flower supplier 

this year due to COVID.  Your             

selections this year include: Easter      

Lilies, Calla Lilies (white with pink tips), 

Hydrangeas (pink or blue), Azaleas (white or pink), 

and Geraniums (5 colors in either 6.5” or 12” pots)          

Order forms are in the bulletin, attached to this email, 

or you can request one from the church office.  

Check the color selection on the form.  When you fill 

out the form don’t forget to put your name and who 

you are honoring/remembering with your flowers.  

Place your check and order form together in the          

offering plate, or mail them to the church.  If you 

don’t wish to get a plant consider donating to COS 

Kids.  THE DEADLINE IS  EARLY - MARCH 7
TH

!  

Flowers will be available to take home after the              

service on Easter morning. 

ROADSIDE CLEAN-UP                              
Saturday, MARCH 6th   

Please save Saturday, MARCH 6th 
beginning at 8:45 a.m. for our next 

Roadside Clean-Up.  We should be finished around   
10:30 a.m.  Bring gloves, appropriate clothing, and a 

desire to make a difference in our community!   
We will follow Social Distancing Guidelines! 

Please contact Gordon Miller with any questions. 

 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN for the February 
23rd Racial Equity Virtual Town Hall event that takes 

place from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. is underway.                                      
The link to register is  

https://hopin.com/events/uwcctownhall. 

Walk to Fight Hunger 
Cross and Crown is participating in 
the Common Heart Virtual Hunger 
Walk on Sunday, March 7.  We’re 

encouraging you to get out, get active, and give back. 
Go for a walk whenever and wherever you want and 

raise funds and awareness about hunger in our                      
community! You can donate at http://

commonheart.blueskysweet.com/DickersonPat34 

DON’T FORGET CONFIRMATION! 
Confirmation THIS Sunday, Feb. 14th at 1 p.m. via Zoom.  

Use the link below to join in!  Passcode: Confirm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89401225985?
pwd=S0ZBSXRDOUZHT0s5NXVPSUNlek1YUT09  
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The Annual Men's Golf Outing  
Tournament  

Friday, June 4th.  

Here’s How to Get a COVID-19 Shot: 
North Carolina is currently vaccinating  persons 65 years of age 

or older at this time. 
NOVANT HEALTH: 
How to schedule an appointment: Anyone age 65 and older can 
schedule a shot with Novant Health by  logging into their              
existing MyChart account, or registering for an account online. 
Pre-register: On its website, Novant patients may take a short             
questionnaire to determine which vaccine priority group they’re 
in. After logging in or signing up for MyChart, those who are         
pre-registered will be notified when eligible to schedule an            
appointment. 
 

ATRIUM HEALTH: 
How to schedule an appointment: Anyone age 65 and older can 
schedule a shot with Atrium Health by logging into their existing 
MyAtriumHealth account, or registering for an account 
online. You can also call 704-468-8888. 
Pre-register: Those under 65 may use the COVID-19               
vaccine pre-screen tool on Atrium’s website to determine their 
eligibility group and sign up to be notified when they may  
schedule an appointment. 
 

Mecklenburg County Residents:   
Health Department:   
How to schedule an appointment: Anyone age 65 and older can 
register for a COVID-19 shot from the county online and through 
the county’s hotline at 980-314-9400. 
 

Union County Residents:  
Health Department: 
Please complete the COVID-19 vaccine prescreen form by           
clicking here, https://lfportal.unioncountync.gov/Forms/COVID-
19VaccinationForm, or call 704-292-2550 Monday through          
Friday between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. for appointment               
availability. Vaccinations will be scheduled by appointment only, 
based on vaccine availability.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, Feb. 14th– 10:45 a.m. Worship Service via livestream on 
 YouTube: https://youtu.be/WIz_FCzGhG8 
 9:30 a.m. Book of Faith Sunday School  
  1 p.m. Confirmation via Zoom  
      (see pg. 2 for link) 
Tuesday, Feb. 16th-10 a.m. Staff Meeting via Zoom 
     12 p.m. Word at Lunch via Zoom    
 Use link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81419008329 
                   7 p.m. Women Sharing Faith 
Wed., Feb. 17th-Noon-1 p.m. Drive Thru Ashes 
               5:30-6:30 p.m.  Drive Thru Ashes 
                               7 p.m. In-Person Ash Wednesday Service,  
sign up to attend using link: https://www.signupgenius.com/               
go/8050e48a8aa2aa5fd0-ashwednesday  
or Watch via livestream using link: https://youtu.be/CbycT-cvOC4  
                                                  

Another Option for Getting the COVID-19 Vaccine 
  While many appointments are made online, some people 
do not have computer access, or who know someone with-
out computer access.  If that is your situation here is some 
information from WBTV: 
     The North Carolina Baptist Aging Ministry is filling 
that gap with those who do not have computer access.  
     “We will do what we call holding their hands to make it 
possible to get them signed up,” Dr. Sandy Gregory of 
NCBAM said.  All you have to do is call their hotline at          
1-877-506-2226 and they can get on the internet for you. 
“They’re able to go onto that website and make that            
appointment and make sure that person understands and 
have that information,” he said.  They can also drive you to 
your appointment. 
     If you are in Mecklenburg County needing a ride to the 
Bojangles Coliseum for your appointment, CATS is also 
stepping in. You can get a direct ride to your appointment 
from either the Charlotte Transportation Center or the 
Eastland Community Transit Center. 
You can call Atrium Health at 704-468-8888 or                

Novant Health at 855-NH-VAC-4U (855-648-2248). 

Launching C&C Wellness Ministry 

The C&C Wellness Ministry seeks to engage, 

educate and empower people of faith to be 

passionate and effective leaders for creating 

healthy communities.  Health is viewed as a 

gift from God and a way of relational living in 

community.  Caring ministries are an essential part of                      

congregational life.  Our Wellness Ministry will incorporate the 

values, beliefs, and practices of our faith community to motivate 

us toward health and wholeness. Health promotion and religious 

beliefs are integrated into the normal cycles of life – birth,              

wellness, development, maturation, illness, and death – to        

celebrate life; enhance coping, wholeness, and a sense of 

peace; and improve community well-being.  Intentional practices 

of caring honor our faith community’s sense of mutual               

dependence and foster our ability to both give and receive care.  

Each one of us is called to be part of the healing and restoration 

to the wholeness of all God’s creation. 

The attached Portico Wholeness Wheel will be the template for 
the Wellness Ministry’s program planning.  A Congregational          
Assessment is coming soon, asking you to provide feedback on 
your identified priorities for health and wellness.  Thank you in 
advance for your participation in the assessment.  We look             
forward to the shared journey toward increasing health and 
wholeness.   
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Before you arrive: 

 If you or a member of your family are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19, have tested positive in the past 14 days, 
or have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID in the last 14 days, please stay home. 

 If you are in a high-risk category please consider staying home and tuning in to our virtual service via our social media 
channels. Virtual services will continue to be offered indefinitely. 

 
Entering the building for worship indicates that you and your family agree to abide by the following safely protocols: 
 

 Masks must be worn at all times  

 Maintaining at least 6’ from others at all times (no hugging!), except for members of the same family 

 Worshippers will enter via the narthex doors and maintain 6’ social distancing per pre-marked X’s on the floor as they wait 
for an usher to greet and direct you to an assigned seat. 

 All worshippers are asked to sign in as they enter  

 To minimize the spread of aerosols, it is recommended that older worshippers be seated in the front pews and parents/
adults with children be seated in the back pews. 

 We will not be singing, but there will be music 

 Communion will be offered, in a safe and sanitary way, in the fellowship hall as worshippers leave the service. They will 
then exit the building through the fellowship hall doors. 

 The restrooms closest to the sanctuary will be open for use, one person at a time to maintain safe distancing.  Parents 
are asked to accompany children into the restrooms. Disinfecting wipes will be available for use on doorknobs and              
faucets when exiting 

 The Offering plate will be located near the back pew for use when entering or exiting the sanctuary 

 Ushers will dismiss worshippers by rows to proceed to communion 
 
Other Protocols: 

 The rest of the building will remain closed during worship services 

 Entrance doors and exit doors will be left open to minimize touching surfaces at the start and end of services 

 Sanctuary doors will be left open during services for ventilation 

 All hymnals, Bibles, cards, and pencils will be removed from pews 

 Bulletins will be available and should be taken home for recycling 

 Only the sanctuary, narthex, fellowship hall, and restrooms closest to the sanctuary will be open as needed. All other             
areas of the church building will be roped off and closed to all members. 

 The water fountain will be covered and not available for use. 

 Children’s Time and nursery services will not be available  

 Please be aware that because these services are lived streamed, worshippers may be filmed 
 
*we will need 2 ushers to assist with seating and directing members to communion 

Safe InSide Worship Protocols During COVID-19 
 

 The size of our sanctuary and seating arrangement limits the number that can safely worship to 45. We 
will be offering two services at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. 

 LeAnne will be sending the Sign-Up Genius email on Monday mornings and a reminder on Wednesday 
before that week’s services. 


