
Live stream link for Sunday’s Service at 10:45 a.m.: 
https://youtu.be/w8uBK9aQO-A  

If you miss the live stream, watch your email for the 
link to the to be sent out Sunday at 12:30 p.m. 

NEW BOOK STUDY! 
Building a More Inclusive Church... 

The RIC committee will be offering a book 
study on God and the Gay Christian by                

Matthew Vines, beginning Sept. 19th.  The 
study will run through October.  It will be offered during  

Sunday School.  If you would like to participate via Zoom, a 
link will be provided for you.    

Books are available on Amazon for $13-$15.   
See Susan Arcuri  if you have questions. 

Community Care News 

Haiti Relief 
     A devastating 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake struck southwest Haiti 
on Aug. 14. Over 1,400 people were 
killed, and that number is                   

expected to increase as search-and-rescue efforts continue. 
Blocked roads are delaying the delivery of vital supplies to 
hospitals, which are overwhelmed with more than 6,900 
injured people. At least 26,000 homes were damaged or      
destroyed, but the full  extent of damage is still unknown. 
Haiti is also suffering through a political crisis and was hit 
by Tropical Storm Grace on Monday night, which caused 
severe flooding in communities already damaged by the 
earthquake. 
     For over two decades, the ELCA has maintained a               
presence in southern Haiti through support for agricultural 
and sustainable development work. To continue our                 
engagement with those communities, Lutheran Disaster    
Response is collaborating with partner organizations in the 
communities to meet relief needs, including food, water, 
medical supplies and temporary shelter. In the future, other 
areas of support will include psychosocial care, water and 
sanitation, and creating sustainable livelihoods through 
agriculture and  livestock. We also stand with the               
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Haiti as it assesses damage 
and impacts on churches and church life. 

Ways to Help 
     In the wake of so much tragedy these 

past weeks, with the devastating               

earthquake in Haiti and the destabilizing 

events in Afghanistan, we wanted to share links to a 

few Lutheran organizations offering support and relief 

in these areas.   If you are able, consider supporting 

one (or more) of these organizations: 
 

Lutheran World Relief www.lwf.org 
Lutheran Disaster Response www.ldr.org 

As kids return to school in the midst of the 
Covid-19 surge, we are postponing the 
kickoff of Youth Sunday School (Rally 
Day) until Sunday, September 
19th. Victoria Pollard and Pastor Brook 
are currently exploring fun and creative 
ways to have Sunday School OUTSIDE until infection rates 
settle down a bit. We hope this alleviates any concerns 
among parents and families and encourages families to          
participate!.  To help us plan, please let us know if your child 
will be participating in Sunday School this year.  Also,               
PARENTS, we need you to help this year with lead-
ing.  You don't necessarily have to teach your child's class, 
but If we share the responsibilities, we can ensure a more 
robust           program!  These are definitely unique times, but 
together we will make sure our kids have meaningful faith 
formation AND have fun doing it!  Questions, please contact 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is Sunday,              

September 12. This day is an opportunity to                    

celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to 

serve and love our neighbor.  While there are many 

ways in which Cross & Crown serves the community, 

this year our flagship event will be to host a food 

drive to collect non-perishable goods for Common 

Heart.  According to the UNC School of                            

Government 21.9% of children in Union County, NC 

live in homes that are food insecure.  Join us in the 

Fellowship Hall after late service to drop off items.  

Community Care is collecting personal hygiene items for  
single moms who need a little help.  C.O.S. Kids has asked us 

to do a collection of full-size shampoo and conditioner 
(paying attention to African American hair types), body 

wash, deodorant, lotions, full-size toothpaste, and             
toothbrushes.  These items can be costly for parents on a 

fixed income, and C.O.S. Kids allows parents to “shop” their 
shelves of these items to help support them.  Items can be 

dropped off in the narthex now through September 30th, or, 
if you’d rather you can order them online and ship them              
directly to C.O.S. Kids.  The address is 226 W. John Street, 

Matthews, NC 28105. 

https://youtu.be/w8uBK9aQO-A
http://www.lwf.org/
http://www.ldr.org/
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Table Talk on Sept. 1, 5:30 p.m. 
Our topic will be “TV Shows.”  What are some of your 
favorite TV Shows?  What do you like about them and 

why do you recommend them?  Use this link to join in: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/86827329320?

pwd=akVsaW1tMkFxWVBMazRNWGV0RzYyZz09  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, Aug. 29th– 8:15 a.m. Worship Service 
   9:30 a.m. Book of Faith Sunday School 

                    10:45 a.m. Worship Service via livestream on   
YouTube: https://youtu.be/w8uBK9aQO-A  

Monday, Aug. 30th– Weekday School Reopens! 
Tuesday, Aug. 31st--10 a.m. Staff Meeting 
       12 p.m. Word at Lunch  
         7 p.m. Boy Scouts 
Wednesday, Sept. 1st--5:30 p.m. Table Talk (see above for link) 
             7:00 p.m. Choir 
Thursday, Sept. 2nd--7 p.m. Men’s Group Beer & Bible 

Synod-wide Fall 2021  
Bible Study   

 
Engage the Bible Task Force is partnering 

with the Racial Justice Network to sponsor a                   
synod-wide adult faith formation study this fall. Using the 

curriculum Dialogues on Race, we’ll explore our                        
relationship with race, the Bible, and our theological           

responses. Each week’s dialogue  explores the history of 
racism, personal faith stories, and biblical reflections with 

an eye toward community building. In early November, we 
will host a Zoom panel  discussion with some of the             

authors! Congregation groups wanting to participate can get 
free copies of the curriculum through the synod office.   

 
Individuals wanting to participate apart from their                          

congregations can do so either through the Racial Justice             
Network or through the synod's website. 

Centralina AAA is offering a free webinar on Fall      
Prevention on Tuesday, September 14 from 10 to 11 

a.m.  Preventing falls is of high importance at any age, 
especially as one ages. Sometimes there are simple 

ideas which we don't think about, such as "how is the 
lighting if you need to get up at night?" The webinar 

will help us with such ideas.  

Registration is easy using the link provided in the             
flyer attached to the eblast this week.  If you do not 

have computer access let us know and we will explore 
the possibility of hosting the webinar at the church. 

Cross and Crown Wellness Ministry News 

ROADSIDE CLEAN-UP 
 

Please save Saturday, SEPTEMBER 
11th  beginning at 8:45 a.m. for our 

next Roadside Clean-Up.  
We should be finished around                   

10:30 a.m.   
Bring gloves, appropriate clothing, and a desire to make 

a difference in our community! 
We will follow Social Distancing Guidelines!  

Please contact Gordon Miller with any questions. 

Face Masks Required  

     The North Carolina Synod's Regathering 
Team released updated guidelines for 
churches in an effort to keep everyone 
healthy and to slow the spread of this     
deadly virus. We share in the Synod's              

desire to keep everyone healthy and encourage everyone to 
do their part in protecting the most vulnerable in our midst.  

     Therefore, Church Council has voted to reinstate the 
mask requirement for indoor church services until further 
notice. This is in addition to the guidelines from the Synod 
that we socially distance the best we can to honor Jesus's 
commandment to "love your neighbor as yourself" (Mark 
12:31). If you are uncomfortable attending in-person                
worship, we encourage you to participate in the Livestream 
Worship of our 10:45 a.m. service.   

Be Still & Know, our Centering Prayer group, 
will meet on Sunday, September 12, from         

1-2:15 p.m. This is a change in schedule due 
to the Labor Day weekend. Because of the 

delta variant and resulting need for caution, the meeting 
will again be virtual. 

Putting Your Faith Into Action 
The Color of Compromise book study group has discussed 

ways to put our faith into action. We see supporting the 
Voting Rights Act as one way to do that.  Individually we 
are doing that by sending letters to Senators Thom Tillis 
and Richard Burr through the ELCA Action Center. We 
invite you to do the same as you feel called. Use the link 

for the ELCA letter.  
https://support.elca.org/site/Advocacy?

pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=1426  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86827329320?pwd=akVsaW1tMkFxWVBMazRNWGV0RzYyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86827329320?pwd=akVsaW1tMkFxWVBMazRNWGV0RzYyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86827329320?pwd=akVsaW1tMkFxWVBMazRNWGV0RzYyZz09
https://youtu.be/w8uBK9aQO-A
https://support.elca.org/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=1426
https://support.elca.org/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=1426

