
Live stream link for Sunday’s Service at 10:45 a.m.: 
https://youtu.be/rkqjGeRiTIU  

If you miss the live stream, watch your email for the 
link to the to be sent out Sunday at 12:30 p.m. 

NEW BOOK STUDY! 
Building a More Inclusive Church... 

Cross and Crown will be offering a book study 
on God and the Gay Christian  by Matthew 
Vines, beginning Sept. 19th. The study will run 

through October. It will be offered during Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m. If you are wanting to participate, please email        
Susan Arcuri .  A study guide and scripture will be                            
distributed to those participating.  For those wanting to                 
participate from home, a Zoom link will be provided. 
 

Books are available on Amazon for $13-$15. 

Community Care News 

Cross and Crown Wellness Ministry News 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is Sunday,              

September 12. This day is an opportunity to                    

celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to 

serve and love our neighbor.  While there are many 

ways in which Cross & Crown serves the community, 

this year our flagship event will be to host a food 

drive to collect non-perishable goods for Common 

Heart.  According to the UNC School of                            

Government 21.9% of children in Union County, NC 

live in homes that are food insecure.  Join us in the 

Fellowship Hall after late service to drop off items.  

Community Care is collecting personal hygiene items for  
single moms who need a little help.  C.O.S. Kids has asked us 

to do a collection of full-size shampoo and conditioner 
(paying attention to African American hair types), body 

wash, deodorant, lotions, full-size toothpaste, and             
toothbrushes.  These items can be costly for parents on a 

fixed income, and C.O.S. Kids allows parents to “shop” their 
shelves of these items to help support them.  Items can be 

dropped off in the narthex now through September 30th, or, 
if you’d rather you can order them online and ship them              
directly to C.O.S. Kids.  The address is 226 W. John Street, 

Matthews, NC 28105. 

 

Pastor Brook will be offering another Faith 
Workshop for Kids on Sunday, October 17th 

during the Sunday School Hour! This                
workshop will be covering Baptism. Hope to see you there! 

Devotion Guides Available in the Narthex 

Christ in Our Home is a quarterly devotional          
resource that encourages readers to live out their 
faith daily. Each reflective reading is accompanied 

by a daily scripture reference and prayer for the day 
that follows the Revised Common Lectionary.  The 
new booklets for Oct, Nov, & Dec. are available now. 

     Next Sunday, our very own Dr. Russ Bailey,             

Cardiologist will present information regarding Heart 

Health in the Fellowship Hall between services starting 

about 9:30 a.m.  Due to the accelerating COVID rates at 

this time, we will make every effort to host this as a hybrid 

event.  If you plan to attend church in person, please join 

us in the Fellowship Hall in person between services for 

Russ's presentation.  We also want to make this program 

available to those who might be more vulnerable to 

COVID but would especially benefit from the information, 

so we will make every effort to host this event virtually as 

a hybrid at this link:  :  https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/88946137918?

pwd=TDhnY0ZhWHRFME9qTUFUdkRCYWR4dz09  

     We hope to see you there either in person or               

virtually.  Please feel free to share the link with friends and 

family or bring guests in person. 

Russ will address the following items.  
•What is your heart “all about?” 

•What problems can occur? 

–About 25% of us will leave this earth because of 

   heart problems 

•What is your potential for heart problems? 

–Underlying causes? 

–Signs and symptoms? 

•How can you prevent heart disease – you and your  

 family? 

•Questions about heart disease and related problems  

 (free medical advice!) 

https://youtu.be/rkqjGeRiTIU
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88946137918?pwd=TDhnY0ZhWHRFME9qTUFUdkRCYWR4dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88946137918?pwd=TDhnY0ZhWHRFME9qTUFUdkRCYWR4dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88946137918?pwd=TDhnY0ZhWHRFME9qTUFUdkRCYWR4dz09
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Table Talk on Sept. 8, 5:30 p.m. 
Our topic will be “Movies!”  What are your favorite 

movies?  Use this link to join in: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/86827329320?

pwd=akVsaW1tMkFxWVBMazRNWGV0RzYyZz09  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, Sept. 5th– 8:15 a.m. Worship Service 
   9:30 a.m. Book of Faith Sunday School 

                    10:45 a.m. Worship Service via livestream on   
YouTube: https://youtu.be/rkqjGeRiTIU  

Monday, Sept. 6th– Labor Day!  Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, Sept. 7th--10 a.m. Staff Meeting 
       12 p.m. Word at Lunch  
         7 p.m. Worship & Music Committee Meeting 
         7 p.m. Boy Scouts 
Wednesday, Sept. 8th--5:30 p.m. Table Talk (see above for link) 
            7:00 p.m. Choir 
Thursday, Sept. 9th--7 p.m. Miriam Circle 
Saturday, Sept. 11th--8:45 a.m. Roadside Cleanup 

 
Engage the Bible Task Force is partnering 

with the Racial Justice Network to sponsor a                   
synod-wide adult faith formation study this fall. Using the 

curriculum Dialogues on Race, we’ll explore our                        
relationship with race, the Bible, and our theological           

responses. Each week’s dialogue  explores the history of 
racism, personal faith stories, and biblical reflections with 

an eye toward community building. In early November, we 
will host a Zoom panel  discussion with some of the             

authors! Congregation groups wanting to participate can get 
free copies of the curriculum through the synod office.   

 
Individuals wanting to participate apart from their                          

congregations can do so either through the Racial Justice             
Network or through the synod's website. 

 

Please save Saturday, SEPTEMBER 
11th  beginning at 8:45 a.m. for our 

next Roadside Clean-Up.  
We should be finished around                   

10:30 a.m.   
Bring gloves, appropriate clothing, and a desire to make 

a difference in our community! 
We will follow Social Distancing Guidelines!  

Please contact Gordon Miller with any questions. 

Face Masks Required  

     The North Carolina Synod's Regathering 
Team released updated guidelines for 
churches in an effort to keep everyone 
healthy and to slow the spread of this     
deadly virus. We share in the Synod's              

desire to keep everyone healthy and encourage everyone to 
do their part in protecting the most vulnerable in our midst.  

     Therefore, Church Council has voted to reinstate the 
mask requirement for indoor church services until further 
notice. This is in addition to the guidelines from the Synod 
that we socially distance the best we can to honor Jesus's 
commandment to "love your neighbor as yourself" (Mark 
12:31). If you are uncomfortable attending in-person                
worship, we encourage you to participate in the Livestream 
Worship of our 10:45 a.m. service.   

Be Still & Know, our Centering Prayer group, 
will meet on Sunday, September 12, from         

1-2:15 p.m. This is a change in schedule due 
to the Labor Day weekend. Because of the 
delta variant and resulting need for caution, 
the meeting will again be virtual. 

Putting Your Faith Into Action 
The Color of Compromise book study group has discussed 

ways to put our faith into action. We see supporting the 
Voting Rights Act as one way to do that.  Individually we 
are doing that by sending letters to Senators Thom Tillis 
and Richard Burr through the ELCA Action Center. We 
invite you to do the same as you feel called. Use the link 

for the ELCA letter.  
https://support.elca.org/site/Advocacy?

pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=1426  

Hurricane Ida Relief  

The headlines are filled with the devastation from Hurricane Ida, 

which made landfall near New Orleans on Aug. 29 — exactly 

16 years after Hurricane Katrina. As a strong Category 4 storm, 

Hurricane Ida’s 150 mph winds, torrential rain, and strong 

storm surge caused widespread flooding and wind damage in 

southeastern Louisiana and coastal Mississippi.  If you would like 

to give to the Hurricane Ida Relief Fund, click here or go to 

https://community.elca.org/hurricane-relief?erid=77cd4a1a-

8a02-4195-93a1-9e249e24531d&trid=77cd4a1a-8a02-

4195-93a1-9e249e24531d.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86827329320?pwd=akVsaW1tMkFxWVBMazRNWGV0RzYyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86827329320?pwd=akVsaW1tMkFxWVBMazRNWGV0RzYyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86827329320?pwd=akVsaW1tMkFxWVBMazRNWGV0RzYyZz09
https://youtu.be/rkqjGeRiTIU
https://support.elca.org/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=1426
https://support.elca.org/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=1426
https://community.elca.org/hurricane-relief?erid=77cd4a1a-8a02-4195-93a1-9e249e24531d&trid=77cd4a1a-8a02-4195-93a1-9e249e24531d.
https://community.elca.org/hurricane-relief?erid=77cd4a1a-8a02-4195-93a1-9e249e24531d&trid=77cd4a1a-8a02-4195-93a1-9e249e24531d.
https://community.elca.org/hurricane-relief?erid=77cd4a1a-8a02-4195-93a1-9e249e24531d&trid=77cd4a1a-8a02-4195-93a1-9e249e24531d.

