Live stream link for Sunday’s Service at 9:30 a.m.:

https://youtu.be/BVAZ1hvZczA
If you miss the live stream, watch your email for the
link to the to be sent out Sunday at 12:30 p.m.

Miriam Circle:
What’s Your Why?
Miriam Circle has been an
integral part of Cross &
Crown for over 30
years. Named “Miriam” in
honor of founding Pastor Carl Fisher’s wife, it’s also an
homage to an extraordinary woman in the Bible (Exodus
2:1-10, 15:20; Numbers 12:1-16, 20:1). Miriam was the
sister of Moses, who made sure her baby brother found
safety after his mother placed him in a reed basket on
the Nile. She faced many risks by making her presence
known to Pharaoh’s daughter and suggesting she find a
Hebrew woman (Moses’s mother) to nurse him. She was
brave, faithful, loyal, and caring – as are the women of
Miriam Circle! They’re committed to serving and caring
for others, and also developing close and special
relationships that bind them in friendship, like family.

The women of Miriam Circle meet on a monthly basis
and have, over the years, enjoyed speakers from various
ministries in the community, such as Changed Choices,
Turning Point, and Beds for Kids. And, they host a
Women’s Retreat every summer; a special weekend of
friendship and bonding.
After storing donations for three years due to the
pandemic, Miriam Circle was able to hold their Annual
Yard sale this month, their largest event. They are
pleased to announce a profit of $6,400! 100% of the
proceeds are used to support community activities.

What does being a part of the Miriam Circle mean to
these amazing women? When asked they said it’s “a
place to belong” and has “reinforced my commitment to
outreach”. They express that through its members they
experience a “generosity and gratitude for the hard
work of others who just like to give” and “wonderful
relationships year after year have been a blessing”.
Can you help host coffee hour this summer? 3
components are needed. 1-Make the coffee,
2-Set up the table & 3-Bring cookies/donuts to
set out for everyone to enjoy. If you can sign up for a Sunday,
please use the button below!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0844ABA623A0FF2coffee

Come join us for a fun, family Summer Picnic and Pot Luck
on August 28th after worship! After the Blessing of the
Backpacks at worship service, we invite you to stay (or
return) for a lunch-time picnic and pot-luck starting at
11:00 a.m.! Cross & Crown will serve hot dogs and
hamburgers, grilled by our grill-masters from the Men’s
Group! Our Hospitality Team asks you to bring a side,
dessert, or salad to share as a pot-luck to go with the
meal. The Community Care team will be offering fun
games like bag-toss, bocce ball and will even have face
painting! This is a great event for the family and for those
connected to our church family. We are inviting our
friends with Changed Choices, COS Kids, Boy Scouts, and
the families who joined us for VBS! Plus our Cross &
Crown Staff and their families are invited! Come round
out the summer, have some great food, play fun games
and make great friends. A sign-up genius will be emailed
for your RSVP (which will help us know how many burgers
and dogs to buy).

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050E48A8AA2AA5FD0church

https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050E48A8AA2AA5F
D0-matthews1
Check out our Facebook Page
for all the latest news at C&C!

Next Sunday we will be joined by a
youth band that will be leading us with
several songs. One of the members of
the band, Owen, will be sharing his
faith journey with us as well. If you
would like to listen to the songs that
we will be singing next Sunday, use the
links below.
The Blessing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNk_xCa7zaQ
Reckless Love
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sc6SSHuZvQE

Love a Good Book?

C&C has a wonderful
lending library if you
are looking for your
next great read! Check
out our library next time
you’re at church!

Do you have some good news to
share? Have you celebrated a
milestone? Accomplished a goal? Now
more than ever we need to share our positive
news! Whether it's making a sports team, welcoming a
new grandchild, receiving a promotion, or receiving an
award, email LeAnne at
office@crossandcrown.org so we can include it in the
week's Bright Spot! Submissions need to be
received by Thursday morning to be included in that
week’s newsletter.

New Address for
Vaughn & Deanna Herlong:
3410 Beulah Church Rd
Matthews, NC 28104

Daily Bread Update!

The July Daily Bread collection
was a whopping 377 lbs bringing
our total collection to 3,989 pounds
of non-perishable food! Thank you
for your service to this ministry. The need is greater than
ever before and there is now a waitlist for clients looking
to get food from the pantry. But Common Heart provides
more than just groceries.
Common Heart has one simple principle; a revolution of
kindness, neighbors helping neighbors. Every week
Common Heart serves families of Union County in
countless ways, helping them put food on their tables and
also helping them to build the skills necessary to get out of
poverty forever. When COVID hit in 2020, Common Heart
sprang into action and expanded its network of Food
Pantry programs across Union County. Although food
insecurity rates have declined since the crisis days of 2020,
the actual need for food is greater today. Food insecurity
and poverty have deepened especially for those unable to
qualify for food stamps or other government safety net
programs. The average repeat visit rate in 2021 skyrocketed to 12 times per individual served (up from 4 times in
2019 and 2020). For these families, the pantry has become
a lifeline. They doubled the number of Cupboard
Allies delivering friendship and groceries, over 80 teams of
volunteers that deliver food in-person to families and form
friendships with them. They restarted and expanded
their Economic and Empowerment programs, like the
Getting Ahead Program which helps families start a
journey of self-sufficiency with the goal of getting them
out of poverty. They provide life coaching and an
Emergency Savings Incentive Program (ESIP) for the
Getting Ahead graduates. The families in the Getting
Ahead program learn about budgeting, hidden rules of
their workplace, negotiation skills, and strategies to reduce
relational drama and accomplish their future stories.
"Our pantries are not just about giving food to folks,"
Common Heart Executive Director Keith Adams said.
"Really, it's about interacting with hospitality and
kindness. What we've found is that people really feel
valued as individuals. That they're cared for, that they're
loved."
This month they have a desperate need for baking and
pantry items, such as flour, sugar, cooking oil, boxed cake
mixes (and frosting!), boxed brownie mixes, ketchup, and
mustard, mayonnaise, relish, pickles and olives. Additionally, they still have a need for items used to support the
children’s snack packs, in particular: canned pasta dinners
(ravioli, beefaroni, spaghetti-o’s), granola bars, and fruit/
applesauce cups.
The next Daily Bread will be due on Sunday, August
21st. If you need a Daily Bread reusable shopping tote you
can find them on our display in the Narthex.

