
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING 
 

Prelude         

I Wonder as I Wander                          arr.  Gramann 

 Handbell Choir 
 

Worship Song 
O Praise the Name (Anástasis)               Sampson, Hastings, Ussher  

 

The Confession 

P:  Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin. 

God of life, you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be 

messengers of your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our 

resources, and our security. 

C: Have mercy on us. 

P: We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our neighbors and 

ignore the groaning of creation. 

C: Have mercy on us. 

P: Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us 

courage. Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and give 

us again the hope of eternal life in you. 

C: Have mercy on us. 

P: Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through 

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed.  

C: Amen. 

Verse 3 

Then on the third at break of dawn 

The Son of heaven rose again 

O trampled death where is your sting 

The angels roar for Christ the King 

Verse 4 

He shall return in robes of white 

The blazing sun shall pierce the night 

And I will rise among the saints 

My gaze transfixed on Jesus' face 

Verse 1 

I cast my mind to Calvary 

Where Jesus bled and died for me 

I see His wounds His hands His feet 

My Saviour on that cursed tree 

Verse 2 

His body bound and drenched in tears 

They laid Him down in Joseph's tomb 

The entrance sealed by heavy stone 

Messiah still and all alone 

Chorus 

O praise the Name of the Lord our God 

O praise His Name forevermore 

For endless days we will sing Your praise 

Oh Lord oh Lord our God 



Prayers of the Church 

Refrain  
 

(Yeah) He loves us 

Oh how He loves us 

Oh how He loves us 

Oh how He loves 

(REPEAT) 
 

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for ourselves, 

our neighbors, and the world God loves. 
 

Loving God, we gather as your people seeking your presence, your comfort and your love. 

You brought the nations to the brightness of your rising. Fill the world with your glory and 

show yourself to all the world through him who is the true light and the bright morning star, 

your Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

Humble the hearts of your faithful people, as we seek to be servants of your gospel and 

witnesses to your mysteries. Give us boldness in faith, that we make the good news of 

Christ’s birth known to all people. Give us boldness in ministry to step out in faith to share 

your gospel. Give us boldness to be your voice in the world of chaotic noise.  
 

Nations shall come to your light and kings to your dawning. Establish justice on earth for all 

its inhabitants. Remove corruption and fear from the hearts of leaders and authorities. 

Strengthen those that witness war daily especially, Ukraine, Russia, Israel, and Palestine. 

Defend the cause of all who are in need, all facing poverty, and all who are oppressed. 

Come quickly to those who feel that their lives and livelihoods are fragile.  
 

And together we sing… 

(refrain) 
 

May your light be a healing balm for those that are sick in body, mind or spirit. Give them 

strength and lead them forth with hope. We pray for those on our congregation’s prayer 

list and that we name aloud or in our hearts at this time. 
 

(We now invite you to speak aloud the names of those for whom you are praying.) 
 

As the magi offered gifts to the Christ child, empower us to give generously. Prosper the 

work of ministry partnerships in our community. Together, help us share what we have to 

ensure that our neighbors have enough food, resources, and opportunities.  
 

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant grace  

and we sing our amen... 

(Refrain) 
 

 

(Children may head out for C&C Kids)  



Sharing of the Peace           

P:   The peace of Christ be with you all.  

C:   And also with you.  

 

Welcome Home and Announcements  
 

THE WORD 
Matthew 2:1-12  (NIV) 
 2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi[a] from 

the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 

Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.4 When he had 

called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where 

the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 

prophet has written: 
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 

appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As 

soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it 

rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they 

saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 

mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures 

and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in 

a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.                     C:    Praise to you O Christ.    
 
(Please be seated) 

Sermon                Pastor Matt Simpkins           
 

THANKSGIVING 
Anthem 

Do You Hear What I Hear?                 Regney, Shayne, Simeone 
 

Said the night wind to the little lamb, “Do you see what I see? Way up in the sky, little lamb. 

Do you see what I see?  A star, a star, dancing in the night, with a tail as big as a kite.”  Said 

the little lamb to the shepherd boy, “Do you hear what I hear?  Ringing through the sky, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23171a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23176b


shepherd boy, Do you hear what I hear? A song, a song, high above the tree, with a voice as 

big as the sea.”  Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king, “Do you know what I know?  In 

your palace warm, mighty king.  Do you know what I know?  A Child, a Child shivers in the 

cold, Let us bring Him silver and gold.”  Said the king to the people everywhere, “Listen to 

what I say:  Pray for peace, people everywhere!  Listen to what I say:  The Child, the Child 

sleeping in the night, He will bring us goodness and light.”   
 
(Please stand) 

Offertory Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Statement of Belief 

The Apostles’ Creed 

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



Communion 

  

Preface 

P:  Our God is a good God… 

C:  Amen! 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to the Table 

P: Come now and feast on the gifts of God for the people of God. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

(Please be seated) 

Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, who is of heaven, 

Holy is your name 

Your kingdom come 

Your will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven 

Give us today our daily bread 

And forgive us our trespasses 

As we forgive those who trespass 

against us 

And lead us not into temptation  

and deliver us from evil 

For yours is the kingdom 

And the power, and the glory  

now and forever, Amen.  

 

OR 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom 

come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who 

trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

          and the glory, 

forever and ever. 

       Amen. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Communion Song 

Come As You Are                   Crowder, Maher, Glover 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Blessing  

P:       The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in God’s    

            grace. Amen. 

Bridge 

Come as you are 

Fall in His arms 

Come as you are 

Verse 3 

There's joy for the morning O sinner be still 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 

Ending 

Come as you are 

Come as you are 

Come as you are 
 

Verse 1 

Come out of sadness from wherever you've 

been 

Come broken-hearted let rescue begin 

Come find your mercy O sinner come kneel 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal 

Chorus 

(So) Lay down your burdens lay down your 

shame 

All who are broken lift up your face 

O wanderer come home 

You're not too far 

So lay down your hurt lay down your heart 

Come as you are 

Verse 2 

There's hope for the hopeless 

And all those who've strayed 

Come sit at the table come taste the grace 

There's rest for the weary 

Rest that endures 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't cure 

 



Benediction 

P: The God of love, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illumine your 

path, and increase your joy, today and always. Amen. 

 

Sending Song 

One Thing Remains (Your Love Never Fails)                           Johnson, Riddle, Gifford

    

 

The Doxology (sung a capella) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below; 

praise God above, ye heav’nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Sending 

P: Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Children are invited to attend music with Mr. Larry in the choir room. 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse 1 

Higher than the mountains that I face 

Stronger than the power of the grave 

Constant in the trial and the change 

One thing remains 

One thing remains 

Interlude 

Your love Your love Your love will never 

change 

Chorus 

Your love never fails 

It never gives up 

Never runs out on me 

(REPEAT) 

Your love 

Verse 2 

On and on and on and on it goes 

It overwhelms and satisfies my soul 

And I never ever have to be afraid 

One thing remains 

One thing remains 

Bridge 

In death in life I'm confident and 

Cover'd by the power of Your great love 

My debt is paid there's nothing that 

Can separate my heart from Your great love 

(REPEAT) 

Ending 

Your love 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


